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The Manse, November 2018  

Dear friends, 

 

The General Assembly of our Church in May this year decided to… 

“Instruct Kirk Sessions to meet in conference, to reflect on the state of decline of the 
national Church and in particular how that affects the Church locally, and determine 
what their vision and mission is for the next three years.” 

 

In response to that instruction, we held an open meeting here at our Church to which 50 
people attended. We spoke of dreams we had for the future and positive things to build  
upon… our focus remaining “Trinity Transforming Lives”; going forward in faith and simply 
joining Jesus in travelling the road ahead; knowing the statistics of decline in the Church of 
Scotland, we seek renewal of the Church for ourselves and for future generations; we want to 
see our Church full, used and accessible throughout the week, offering support to those in 
need and bringing more people to faith as we offer a warm welcome and a positive image of 
Church to all; we build on the strong union of three Churches with many committed  
members, willing to try new things; and in common with many Churches, we need to renew 
our efforts to encourage younger people into the life of the Church. 
 

To make our dreams come true we must place them first before God and ask him to guide 
and bless us as we take more radical steps forward to give his Church the opportunity to 
flourish once again, here in Falkirk and throughout Scotland. And we need to be willing to 
play our part – as we think of gifts for Christmas, perhaps this is as good a time as any to 
kneel before the manger… 

 

“What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb. 

If I were a wise man I would do my part. 

Yet what I can I give him, give my heart.” 

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from myself and Jane! 

 

Your friend and fellow minister, 

Robert 

 



 

 

Contacts 

Robert Allan                        Minister                      625124 robertst.allan@btopenworld.com 

Kay Brown   Assistant Minister    617352 kaybrown1cpw@talktalk.net 

Morag Jenkinson  Session Clerk    625498 jandm.jenkinson@sky.com 

Gordon England  Deputy Session Clerk   714320 gandm.england@gmail.com 

Bob Tait   Organist     713746  bob.tait@blueyonder.co.uk  

Gillian Gardner  Business and Development Manager 611017 thefawkirk@outlook.com 

 

 

The Lord Bless you and keep you 
 
 
 

Baptisms 
 

Evie Primrose Meikle on 10th June 2018 
Odhran Thomas Ritchie on 26th August 2018 

 
 

Marriages 
 

Kirsti Macdonald and Graeme Smith on 16th June 2018 
Adrienne Hammond and Matthew Jenkins on 20th October 2018 

 

 
 

Deaths 
 

Betty Graham, Comyn Drive, Wallacestone, on 6th June 2018 
June McLaughlin, Breton Court, on 28th June 2018 
Bob Crosbie, Dorrator Court, on 14th August 2018 

Margaret Learmonth, Glenfuir Court, on 22nd September 2018 
Donald Ross, Templar’s Court, Linlithgow, on 29th September 2018 

Sandy Bovaird, Gartcows Drive, on 5th October 2018 
Lynn Shaw, Dumyat Drive, on 23rd October 2018 
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In the gospels, Jesus often meets people who are said 
to have an ‘impure spirit.’ Usually they behave in a  
riotous way, shouting out and being disruptive. People 
avoid them, not only because they are unsettling, but 
because they are scared of becoming impure  
themselves. 
 
All kinds of things could make a person impure, or  
unclean (the two terms mean the same thing). Many of 
them were perfectly natural – menstruation, sexual 
activity, or certain diseases. After childbirth a woman 
was unclean for a long period of time: 40 days if she 
had given birth to a son, and 80 days if she had had a 
daughter.  
 
And impurity was contagious. Anyone touching an  
unclean person would become impure themselves. The 
rabbis said that even sitting on the same seat that a 
menstruating woman had sat on would make a man 
unclean! 
 
Certain people were also unclean, particularly  
non-Jews and Samaritans. Coming into contact with 
such people, particularly entering their home or eating 
with them, would make a Jew impure. And certain 
foods, too, were branded unclean and had to be  
avoided, particularly pork and shellfish. 
 
It’s important to realise that impurity wasn’t the same 
as sin. People who were impure hadn’t done anything 
wrong. Most of the time, impurity could easily be  
removed. It was usually a case of waiting a certain 
length of time, then washing in a ritual bath or mikveh. 
These pools had two sets of steps; the impure person 
descended one set, washed, and then came up the 
other set. 
 
Some homes of the wealthy had their own ritual baths. 
This is often a good way for archaeologists to know 
that they are digging up a Jewish settlement. And there 
were many such pools in Jerusalem, especially around 
the Temple (John’s gospel mentions the Pool of  
Siloam). 
 

 

Daily Life in Bible Times: What was Purity all about? 
 

One of the ways in which ancient Jewish society differed most from our own was in the matter of purity. All sorts of 
things (and people) could be impure, and some could transfer their impurity to others. But what did impurity really 

mean? Helen Bond looks for some answers. . . 

A mikveh from Qumran, by the Dead Sea 

 

The greatest source of uncleanness was death, 
and anyone coming in contact with a corpse 
would become impure (this is why Jews marked 
graves with white stones). Corpse impurity could 
only be removed by a special ritual which took 
place the week before the Passover and involved 
the High Priest sprinkling the ashes of a red heifer 
over the assembled crowd. 
 
Most Jews would have been impure most of the 
time. It only really mattered if people wanted to 
enter the Jerusalem temple, and then they  
needed to remove their impurities. One group 
who were particularly interested in purity were 
the Pharisees. Their name means ‘separated 
ones,’ probably because they tried to keep  
themselves away from other people so that they 
didn’t become unclean. They tried to live their 
lives in a state of holiness, always ready to come 
into the presence of God.  
 
Jesus says very little about impurity, though his 
actions suggest that he saw no place for it in the 
coming Kingdom of God. Rather than stay away 
from lepers or other unclean people, Jesus 
touched them. And rather than becoming  
unclean himself, his own power seems to have 
been able to make them ‘clean’ again. 

 
Next time: Mark’s Gospel 
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PLAY THERAPY SERVICE 

For over a year now I have been working with a 
number of children within Falkirk Church  
offering Play Therapy. They have either been 
referred by their school, or by their parent/s 
who has heard about the service from another 
parent. 
 
What is Play Therapy? 
Play Therapy helps children understand  
muddled feelings and upsetting events that 
they haven't had the chance to sort out 
properly. It can help them  make sense of their 
world at their pace, and can enable them to 
share how they are feeling without the need to 
use words though sometimes older children like 
to chat about their feelings. Some children 
may re-enact or play out traumatic or difficult 
life experiences in order to make sense of 
their past in a safe place using various  
resources before moving on to a much happier 
state.  
 
What difference can Play Therapy make? 
As children benefit from being listened to,  
anger, conflict, anxiety and other strong  
emotions can give way to a new way of being, 
and improved self-esteem and confidence. This 
can result in  healthier and happier  
relationships at home and within the wider 
community with their peers and can also have 
an impact on their learning in the classroom as 
they become more settled and happier within 
themselves. 
 
Are parent/s carer/s involved? 
I work very closely supporting parents and we 
work together to help their child to move on.  
Suggestions for working at home may mean  
re-looking at boundaries, giving a child some 
much needed one to one quality time, or helping 
a parent to look at things from their child’s 
point of view.  
 
How can I use this service if I feel it may 
help a child? 
Contact Gillian who can give you my contact  
details and we can set up an initial meeting.   
Some quotes from parents re Play Therapy 
taken from evaluations at the end of a child’s 
sessions. [Children’s names have been changed.]  
 
“I see a big difference in Jason since he has 
been attending play therapy. He is much calmer 
and expressed issues throughout play therapy 
and those issues were addressed appropriately. 
Jason is much happier and able to engage in  

conversation with more concentration. 
Jason has stated that he feels better 
now that he is less worried and has a  
better relationship with his little  
brother.” 
 
“Yvonne has been very helpful and  
understanding. I think it’s great to be 
able to attend a place where someone has 
awareness of children and their mental 
health. Yvonne has supported Jason and 
myself through all the issues.” 
 
I have tried to change the way I  
communicate with my children especially 
re asking questions. 
 
“Coming along to his sessions, has helped 
Ryan with having someone outside of 
school and family to talk to. It’s helped 
him express better how he is feeling as I 
think he struggled to find the words for 
his expressions.” 
 
“We [his parents] were not spending 
enough quality time with Ryan which has 
now become more regular.” 
 
“I feel that these sessions have given me 
support. Thank you for all the help and 
time over the weeks to support Ryan.” 
 
“At school Jamie is a lot better, still has 
moments at school but less frequent and 
slightly easier to manage” 
 
“Yvonne always made sure I was well  
updated and happy with everything.  
Always going above and beyond to help 
Jamie!  Real asset to all play therapy!!” 
“Spending time alone with Jamie, more 
quiet time introduced” 
 
Due to the impact she felt through her 
child receiving play therapy, one parent 
applied to train as a play therapist. 
 
My thanks to the church for giving me 
this opportunity and funding and  
supplying a therapeutic space so that I 
can work with children and hopefully 
make a difference to their lives and the 
lives of the families. 
 
The Christian message is one of hope, 
risk, relationship building, faith, without 
judgement and allowing ourselves to be 
vulnerable. I am always amazed and  
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humbled by the mums, dads and carers I meet 
who may not be members of a church but who 
have those qualities often in the most  
difficult of circumstances. And the children 
who constantly surprise and delight me with 
their honesty, openness, trust, and  
vulnerability.  I feel privileged to work  
alongside these families and these children. 
 
I look forward to another year, 
 
Yvonne McCorkindale 
Play Therapist 

 

The Spinning Top – a Prayer 
for the Church 
 

Lord, we are so top-heavy - our whole  
structure 
In Council, Synod, Presbytery, Assembly – 
The whole thing topples, and to keep from  
falling 
We, top-like, spin and spin on our own axis, 
Self-centred, humming, whipped to static  
fury, 
And so gyrating pride ourselves on action. 
 
Lord, knock us sideways, send us spinning 
outwards; 
Uncentre us from self, and make our axis 
That transverse axle-tree, the Cross, that 
turning 
On Christ alone we may move forward, 
steady, 
To that great day when – every culture  
gospelled – 
You draw us all to share your love-filled  
glory. 
 
Robin Boyd 1962 
 
 
As we think about the future of the Church – 
our Church, the Church, the Churches – we 
might like to ponder on this poem, written in 
1962!   
 
Robin Boyd was a minister in the Church of 
North India, which is ecumenical, and wrote 
a number of books, one of which I  
understand is still a prescribed text in Indian 
theological colleges. He later had a charge in 
Melbourne, Australia, so had a very wide  
experience of church in different areas and 
was a very committed ecumenist. He died in 
the summer, aged 94, and this poem was 
read at his splendid memorial service. 
 
Norah Summers. 
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Prayer Corner by   
 

Heidi Helmsley 
 
 
 
Please order my steps today and 
guide my thoughts, words and deeds. 
 
Help me to interact well with people 
today and let everything I do be done 
with love. 
 
Please direct my path in Jesus' name,  
 
Dear Lord,  
 
We pray today for all those who are 
needing hope, strength and  
encouragement. 
 
Please work in their hearts, dry their 
tears, take away their fears. 
Be their healer, comforter and  
provider. 
 
You know who are struggling and You 
know them by name. 
 
Please have compassion and mercy - 
may they feel Your presence  
 
In the name of Jesus we pray,    
 
Amen 

 
Thanks to all those who supported the annual  
jewellery stall for WaterAid after church on the 
4th of November. 
 
The profits of £175 will be sent to WaterAid. I 
have to complete a couple of items ordered on the 
day so a little more money will be added to the final 
amount. 
 
This is an extract from a letter I received from 
Esther Neave at WaterAid.  
 
“You have been supporting our work to bring clean 

water to those who need it most. So today I wanted to 

say thank you. With every single gift, you’ve made 

sure that a child, a mother or a father never has to 

drink dirty water again. That’s a pretty incredible 

thing to do. 

 

Take Nancy, a little girl from Tombohuaun, a small 

village deep in the jungle of Sierra Leone. Just a year 

ago, this playful six-year-old had to drink water 

from a worm-infested muddy pool. The water was 

not just dirty – it was deadly, and it stole the lives 

of many children in Nancy’s village. 

 

Today Nancy can walk to the new village hand 

pump, which you helped fund with your gift to our 

Untapped appeal, and quench her thirst with clean 

water. Changing a child’s future in such a  

fundamental way is really quite special.  

 

There have been a lot of great stories coming into the 

office recently and it’s donations/gifts from people 

like you who that are making them happen. A  

donation can transform people’s lives” 

 
Thanks again for buying my jewellery to help with 
these projects. 
Below is a picture of Nancy and her cousin Lucy  
enjoying fresh water supplies! 
Helen  x 
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My Visit to Tanzania 

By Iain MacSween 

Last June I was fortunate to make a visit to Tanzania 
to look at the work being undertaken by the Vine 
Trust.   
 
The Vine Trust grew out of a charity shop set up in 
Bo’ness in the 1980s in response to famine in Africa.  
One of the local Church of Scotland Ministers – Willie 
MacPherson- relinquished his Ministerial post to 
work full time for the charity and 33 years later he is 
still its Chief Executive.   
 
There are many development charities, but the Vine 
Trust is different in that whilst it needs funding it is 
principally a volunteering body.  It wants your  
money, but more importantly it wants and needs vol-
unteers to support its work in Peru and Tanzania.  
 
There are 3 main areas in which the Trust is active in  
Tanzania: 
 
 Building family homes and larger children’s 

homes 
 Providing hospital ships for healthcare services 

to  remote communities 
 Educating local people on health and disease          

prevention 
 
My visit started in the Moshi region.  In 2011,  
volunteers started work on building an orphanage in 
Kimashuku.  The first building was opened in 2012 
whilst the second part of the complex was  
completed in 2014 and was opened by Princess Anne 
who is a Patron and strong supporter of the Trust.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When we visited the home it had 31 children aged 2 
to 16 in residence.  They grow as much food as  
possible in their vegetable garden with the older  
children helping to tend the crops.  The buildings are  

well maintained and the children did appear to be 
well looked after. But the teenage girls I spoke to  
would have loved different clothes – one of them 
was wearing a Partick Thistle strip – which  
impressed me (a loyal supporter), but she was less 
enthusiastic. We hope as volunteers to be able to 
take out some clothing we can pass on to the  
children. 
 
We then visited another orphanage at a place called 
Fuku.  The local community had begun to fund 
school places for a number of children.  But due to 
the high fees being charged they soon decided it 
would be cheaper to build their own school- which 
is what they did.  They now have 400 pupils in the 
primary school. They then realised that there were a 
large number of orphans who were unable to 
attend school so in 2013 they built an orphanage.  
 
It is not only orphanages that the Vine Trust help to 
build.  They also build family homes.  The system of 
inheritance in Tanzania is heavily biased against 
women.  When a husband dies his property goes to 
a son if he has one.  If not, it goes to the closest 
male relative.  Unfortunately because of this system 
many women find themselves evicted.   
 
A woman’s group was set up to deal with this  
problem and they partner the Vine Trust to build 
homes which are put in the name of the woman so 
they can never be evicted.  Whilst we were there 
they opened the 100th house to be built. The  
papers for the house were in the name of Eva, a 
young girl of ten, who will live there with her  
Grandmother – in a house without electricity or  
running water but so much better than where she 
had been living.  

                                     Before 
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                                          After 

 

The Trust is perhaps better known for the work it 
does in the provision of medical care onboard 
vessels. In Lake Victoria, they have the Jubilee 
Hope that has been working with island  
communities in the Kagera region since 2015. 
When you see the ship sitting in the lake you ask 
yourself how on earth did they get that here?   
 

The vessel is a former Royal Navy vessel that was 
used for carrying stores and personnel out to 
warships.  The Trust acquired the vessel and she 
was refitted on the Clyde by BAE Systems for 
free.  She left Glasgow in January 2014 and took 
101 days to reach Mombasa in Kenya.  The  
superstructure was lifted off and the vessel was 
lifted out of the water; put on a trailer and driven 
to Lake Victoria. In total the journey was an  
incredible 8585 miles.  
 
On board the ship there is a dental surgery;  
operating theatre; two consulting rooms  
although one is actually the top deck; eye  
surgery; a laboratory; and a pharmacy.  And of 
course, the crew and volunteers live on board. 
The vessel steams around the many islands in the 
lake providing vital medical assistance to the  
locals. 
 
Despite all the good work that has been done 
there remains a great deal to do.  The Vine Trust 
is now starting its biggest project called the  
Village of Hope in Kazunzu.  Unfortunately  
Kazunzu is not the easiest place in the world to 
get to and in fact we went by boat because the 
road was not suitable for our mini bus. But the 
good news is that as part of the project the  
Government is building a road to link the  
community into the national road network. 
 

Over the years of running orphanages people’s ideas 
have changed and the plan for this site is to build a 
number of homes that will each accommodate up to 
eight children who will live with a mamma.  Each 
house will have a vegetable garden to supplement 
their food supply.  And there will be a school and a 
health hub located on the site along with a vocational 
training centre. 
 
And this is where we come in.  We are planning for a 
team of 10 people from Falkirk Trinity to go out to 
Kazunzu next May to help build one of these homes.  
 
Please do all you can to help us raise the £25,000 we 
need to fund the trip, including buying the  
construction materials required.  We will be having a 
number of fundraising events, so come along if you 
can and bring your friends.  Or make a donation in 
one of the buckets (and, if you can, please gift aid 
your donation using the printed envelopes). 
 
On my trip I was both impressed and moved by what 
the Vine Trust is achieving in Tanzania. We can make 
a difference. So please support us -  
 

“Trinity Transforming Lives in Tanzania”. 

 

Merry Christmas 

And A 

Happy and 

Joyous New Year 



 

 

 11 

EMERGENCY CRISIS APPEAL 

It seems that every year Christian Aid and other 
voluntary agencies  have to support a  
community devastated by famine, natural  
disasters or sometimes man’s inhumanity to 
man. 
 
This year we have supported the people of  
Indonesia after the earthquake and tsunami that 
devastated parts of the islands.  Last year we 
supported the Rohingya people after they were 
forced to leave Myanmar.  
 
Often once the money has been raised and 
passed onto the f Christian Aid Head Office, we 
forget about it and very often we don’t hear very 
much about what has been done with the  
money. So I thought that I would take this  
opportunity to let you know what has  
happened with the money raised last year. 
 
Altogether Christian Aid has raised nearly £9  
million to support the Rohingya people who are 
stranded at Cox’s Bazaar in Bangaldesh.     
 
Christian Aid has been entrusted with the site 
management of one of the camps at Cox’s  
Bazaar - Jamtoli, which is a huge responsibility.  
 
Christian Aid needed to make sure that the  
houses that have been provided were as safe 
and secure as they could be as many of those 
living in them are single mothers and their  
families.  They have also started to install  
solar-powered street lights so that there can be 
lights in a place which is in almost total darkness 
at night.  Water pumps have been placed in 
more accessible places for everyone.  
 
Here’s what the rest of that money has 
been  used for: 
 children’s winter clothing kits  
 blankets and floor mats  
 shelter upgrade kits to strengthen homes 

and help them to withstand high winds and 
heavy rains  

 pop-up health care clinics and a primary care 
clinic  

 water and sanitation kits to help prevent the 
spread of disease  

 10,539 families have received food packages 
containing rice, lentils, oil, salt and sugar. 

 8 women and child centres and 6 community 
kitchens have been set up to serve as safe    
places for Rohingya women outside of the 
homes. 

 
Thank you for the money that you donated to this  
appeal and for the impact that this has made to the 
Rohingya people. 
 
Ellen 

Rohingya crisis: funding shortfall 
leaves displaced people with no 
long-range protection plan, warns  
Christian Aid 
 
One year on from the Rohingya pledging  
conference at the UN, new analysis from Christian 
Aid reveals that less than half of funding  
requirements have been met, and that the  
humanitarian response is still not driven by a  
long-term plan for the protection of all those  
displaced by the conflict. 
  
To coincide with a new Christian Aid report, Honour 
the Promises: One year on from the Rohingya 
pledging conference, Jane Backhurst, Senior Adviser 
to Christian Aid, said: “A comprehensive, long-range 
plan is not yet in sight. With a funding gap of more 
than 50% for this crisis, humanitarian needs must be 
addressed better. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.unocha.org/rohingya-refugee-crisis/rohingya-refugee-crisis-pledging-conference
https://www.unocha.org/rohingya-refugee-crisis/rohingya-refugee-crisis-pledging-conference
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/about-us/honour-promises-one-year-rohingya-pledging-conference
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/about-us/honour-promises-one-year-rohingya-pledging-conference
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/about-us/honour-promises-one-year-rohingya-pledging-conference
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"It’s time to honour the promises. Last year we called 
for a long-range plan for the protection of all those 
displaced, as well as improved humanitarian access, 
with local NGOs and populations driving the  
provision of humanitarian assistance, and a collective 
approach to tackle impunity. Without this, the future 
holds little promise for the Rohingya.” 
  
Some $434 million of funding was required in  
October 2017, and additional funding requirements 
doubled within three months of last year’s pledging 
conference to over $950 million. Less than 50% of the 
total funding requirements for the humanitarian  
response in 2018 have been met. This has a direct 
impact on the affected communities, leaving  
thousands without adequate shelter, healthcare, and 
other essential services. 
  
Shahana Hayat, the Humanitarian Programme  
Manager at Christian Aid Bangladesh, said:  
“Life-saving support is still critical, but support for 
livelihoods needs to run alongside this. However, it’s 
also about how aid is provided – we have to ensure 
that we strengthen direct support for local  
organisations, who have been and will continue to 
provide unique access to those most in need.” 
  
Christian Aid welcomed the 36 pledges made at the 
Rohingya pledging conference on 23 October 2017 as 
a “good start”. These included an additional £12  
million pledged by the UK, and €30 million pledged 
by the EU, to meet the $328 million gap in funding 
requirements that had been identified previously by 
the UN. 
 
However, the charity noted at the time that  
additional funding would be needed following further 
assessments of the needs of those displaced, and  
also to ensure full implementation of the World  
Humanitarian Summit commitments in the Rohingya 
response. 
  
Christian Aid called for the initial pledges to be  
transformed into a comprehensive and long-range 
plan to enhance protection for the 671,000 people,  
mostly women and children, who fled Rakhine State 
in the first seven months after the escalation of  
violence in August 2017. This led to “one of the  
fastest growing refugee crises in the world” in  
neighbouring Bangladesh, according to the 2018 
Joint Response Plan, which was issued in March. 
  
 

A longterm plan is critical, according to Christian 
Aid, because a range of factors will dictate whether 
some 1 million Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, 
including those who fled before the 2017 crisis, will 
be able to seek safety and assistance there and in 
Myanmar, adequately recover, and begin to  
rebuild their lives. Many of them, including  
children, have witnessed horrific violence,  
including killing, maiming and other attacks on  
civilians that are crimes under international law. 
  
Discussions continue on the safe return of  
refugees to Myanmar, and on the possibility of  
relocating them to other areas in Bangladesh. In 
both instances, Christian Aid calls upon the  
governments of Myanmar and Bangladesh to  
ensure that any return or relocation is voluntary, 
safe, and with dignity. 
 
This would not be possible without full  
implementation of the recommendations of the 
2017 Kofi Annan-led Advisory Commission on 
Rakhine, and the collective will to act on impunity 
and the international crimes identified in the  
report of the Independent International Fact  
Finding Mission. Unless those requirements are 
met, any return of refugees by the governments of 
Bangladesh or Myanmar would not meet their  
obligations under international law. 
  
Rajan Khosla, Christian Aid’s Country Manager in 
Myanmar, said: “It is important to implement the 
2017 recommendations of the Advisory  
Commission on Rakhine in their entirety, including 
addressing the structural problems of  
discrimination, restrictions on movement and  
denial of citizenship faced by Rohingya  
communities. Without this, the humanitarian 
needs of people displaced internally will only  
continue to escalate.” 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    Children enjoy clean drinking water 

  
For more information on Christian Aid's Rohingya Crisis  
Appeal, visit: www.caid.org.uk/rohingya.  

http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/christian-aid-response-rohingya-pledging-conference
https://www.unocha.org/story/joint-response-plan-rohingya-crisis-requests-us951m-provide-life-saving-assistance-13m-people
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/emergencies/rohingya-crisis-appeal
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Bereavement  

Support 
 

Have you lost someone close to you?  

Would you like some support and time  

to reflect and share with others? 
 

Everyone needs some help rebuilding their lives after 
the loss of a loved one. 

At Trinity Church we offer bereavement support groups 
for adults, following the Seasons for Growth  

programme. 
The groups are open to anyone of any faith or none and are free of charge. They are led 

by trained Companions who support and encourage the participants with sensitivity 
and in confidence. 

 

Please note that this is not a counselling programme, but an opportunity to come together with others 
and through activities, discussion and reflection to examine how loss and grief have impacted on our 

lives. 

  

Venue : Falkirk Trinity Church, Manse Place, Falkirk FK1 1JN 

For more information or to reserve a place,  

please contact the Church Office (611017) 
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In no particular order, here are some facts together with 
their sources. 
 
The climate of the Earth is always changing. In the past it 
has been much colder and it has been warmer. 
 
550 million years ago during the Cambrian period the CO2 
concentration in the atmosphere was around 7000 parts 
per million. During the Permian it was around 200ppm, 
almost at the smallest number that can support life. 
 
CO2 is an essential gas without which life on Earth could 
not exist. The optimum concentration for plant life is 
around 1200ppm. 
 
There are several gasses that account for the Greenhouse 
Effect. The three most important are Water Vapour which 
accounts for 95% of the effect, Carbon Dioxide 4%,  
Methane 0.01%.  
 
According to ice cores from Greenland and Antarctica,  
increase in CO2 in the atmosphere lags increase in  
temperature by about 800 years. 
 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is 
tasked with identifying human caused climate change. It is 
forbidden from investigating any other possible cause. 
 
The global sea level change rate has not changed since the 
end of the Little Ice Age, says the Department of  
Geosciences at the University of Oslo. 
 
Both the British Met. Office and the American National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) agree 
that there has been no significant change in the Global 
Mean Temperature since 1998. 
 
The Global Snow Laboratory at Rutgers University says 
that between 1967 and 2018 the northern hemisphere 
snow extent has increased from 45.2 million square  
kilometres to 46 million. 
 
Dr. R Maue, the global hurricane expert, says that  
according to global data between 1981 and 2018 the  
average annual hurricane frequency has decreased from 
51 pa to 43 pa. 
 
NOAA finds little change and no discernable trend in North 
American tornado activity. 

 
In 2016 the Royal Society reported that “There is less 
fire in the global landscape today than centuries ago. 
The global area burned has seen a slight decline over 
past decades”. 

The Universidad Carlos III de Madrid finds that  
climate change is not to blame for increased  
forest fires in the Mediterranean Basin. 
 
A 2011 US Government study found no evidence 
that man made climate change had caused more 
severe flooding during the last 100 years and says 
it does not see a clear pattern to enable them to 
understand how climate change will alter flood 
conditions in the future. 
 
The IPCC finds no gauge-based evidence for a  
climate driven globally widespread change in the 
magnitude and frequency of floods. 
 
US Government scientists have stated that  
recent droughts are not due to climate change.  
 
A study by the University of Buffalo of fossil  
records in Greenland shows that between 3000 
and 5000 years ago the Greenland Ice Sheet was 
the smallest it has been in the last 10,000 years. 
 
Polar Bears have survived several much warmer 
episodes of  climate than exists today. There is no 
evidence to suggest that the Polar Bear or its food 
supply  is in danger of disappearing by declining 
sea ice. Dr. S. Crockford, University of Victoria. 
 
US Fish and Wildlife Service estimates that the  
Polar Bear population has increased from around 
5000 in the 1950s to between 22000 and 31000 
today. 
 
In 2012 German meteorologist and physicist  
Klaus-Eckart Puls reversed his belief in man-made 
global warming and now calls the idea that CO2 
can regulate climate “sheer absurdity”. He  
explains “Ten years ago I simply parroted what the 
IPCC told us. One day I started checking the facts 
and data – first I started with a sense of doubt but 
then I became outraged when I discovered that 
what the IPCC and the media were telling us was 
sheer nonsense and was not even supported by 
any scientific facts and measurements. To this day 
I feel shame that as a scientist I made  
presentations of their science without first  
checking it”. 
 
But don’t take my word for it. Like Dr Puls, look at 
the data, everything is available on the internet. 

 

Facts are chiels that winna ding and downa be disputed by Gordon Daly 
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A Christmas Safety Notice 
1.  All members of the congregation planning to 
dash through the snow in a one horse open sleigh, 
going over the fields and laughing all the way are 
advised that a Risk Assessment will be required 
addressing the safety of an open sleigh for     
members of the public. This assessment must also 
consider whether it is appropriate to use only one 
horse for such a venture, particularly where there 
are multiple passengers. Please note that         
permission must also be obtained in writing from 
landowners before their fields may be entered. 

  
2. To avoid offending those not participating in        
celebrations, we would request that laughter is      
moderate only and not loud enough to be         
considered a noise nuisance. 

  
3. Benches, stools and orthopaedic chairs are now 
available for collection by any shepherds planning 
or required to watch their flocks at night. While 
provision has also been made for remote        
monitoring of flocks by CCTV cameras from a  
centrally heated shepherd   observation hut, all 
users of this facility are reminded that an        
emergency response plan must be submitted to 
account for known risks to the flocks. 

  
4. The angel of the Lord is additionally reminded 
that, prior to shining his/her glory all around, s/he 
must  confirm that all shepherds are wearing     
appropriate Personal Protective Equipment to   
account for the harmful effects of UVA, UVB and 
the overwhelming effects of Glory. 

  
5. Following last year’s well-publicised case,    
everyone is advised that Equal Opportunities    
legislation prohibits any comment with regard to 
the redness of any part of Mr R Reindeer.  Further 
to this, exclusion of Mr R  Reindeer from reindeer 
games will be considered discriminatory and     
disciplinary action will be  taken against those 
found guilty of this offence. 

  
6. While it is acknowledged that gift bearing is a    
common practice in various parts of the world,        
particularly the Orient, everyone is reminded that 
the bearing of gifts is subject to Hospitality    
Guidelines and all gifts must be registered. This 
applies regardless of the individual, even royal 
personages. It is particularly noted that direct gifts 
of currency or gold are specifically precluded, 
while caution is advised  regarding other common 
gifts such as aromatic resins that may evoke     
allergic reactions. 

  
7. Finally, in the recent instance of the infant found 
tucked up in a manger without any crib for a bed, 
Social Services have been advised and will be  
arriving shortly! 

  
  

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 
 

 

A Christmas Window 

One day in December I happened to pass, In the high street, a 
window with nine panes of glass. 
And on each a letter all covered in snow, 
Which spelled the word "Christmas" when read row by row. 
And it caused me to wonder what Christmas might mean, 
To the thousands of people who passed by that scene. 
 
C is for crackers - each contains a surprise, 
And then there is M and I think of mince pies. 
R stands for Rudolph who has a red nose, 
And pulls Santa's sleigh wherever he goes. 
S is for stocking that's filled up with toys, 
Brought by Santa for good girls and boys. 
 
A stands for adverts - there's still time yet, 
To shop till you drop, and pile up the debt. 
 
I for illuminations twinkling so bright, 
T is for tinsel which catches their light. 
H stands for holly, red and green, 
Brightening up the winter scene. 
One final letter - I'm sure you know, 
That S stands for Santa - the star of the show. 
 
But as I continued to ponder these things, 
I thought "Is that all that this season brings?" 
Is there nothing more than the food and the fun, 
And the tinsel and glitter which soon will be gone? 
It was then I remembered a story that's true,  
And nine different images came into view. 
 
C stands for census ordered by Rome, for that's how the sto-
ry began, 
Amazing how everything fell into place, but then it was all in 
God's 
plan. 
I stands for inn, which sadly was full when Joseph and Mary 
arrived, 
R stands for Room - there was none to be had except in a 
stable outside. 
 
S stands for Shepherds, watching their flocks in the fields 
near Bethlehem. 
A for the Angel who brought them the news that a Saviour 
was born unto them. 
 
M stands for Magi - from eastern lands, men who were really 
wise, 
They were led to the child who was Israel's king, by a star 
they observed in the skies. 
H stands for Herod a wicked man, who lied to the wise men 
and said, 
"I too would like to worship this child", but he planned to kill 
Him instead. 
 
T stands for treasures the Magi brought - gold,  
frankincense and myrrh, 
Which, when they had found and worshipped the child, they 
presented to him there. 
 
The central letter still remains, but now it should be clear, 
That S stands for Saviour - the Lord Jesus Christ, whose 
birth is the reason we're here. 
 

Author unknown 

 

Articles reprinted with permission from The Parish Window 



 

 

Locally sourced Beef and Lamb bought from local markets. 

Only the very best quality products. 

 

We pride ourselves in our presentation, product range, quality, excellent 
working practices and hygiene. 

We are happy to advise and assist in any way, to get the meat cuts or 
products you require. 

Gold Award Steak Pies 
Gold Award Pork Sausage 
Gold Award Beef Sausage 
Gold Award Beef Burgers 

Gold Award Haggis 
Gold Award Black Pudding 

6-8 Cow Wynd, Falkirk, FK1 1PL.  Tel: 01324 623456 
4 Main Street, Brightons, FK2 0JT.  Tel: 01324 717126 
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