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Worship in Falkirk Trinity Church
A warm welcome to everyone from Falkirk Trinity Church
Sunday 3rd March at 11am
Theme: Contained and yet not contained
Communion Service
All who love the Lord are welcome to share around his table
Sunday 10th at 11am
First Sunday in Lent
Theme: Waiting in the wings
Sunday 17th March at 11.00am
Second Sunday in Lent
Theme: Gather us in
Sunday 24th March at 11.00am
Third Sunday in Lent
Theme: looking for God
Service led by worship team
Sunday 31st March at 11.00am
Fourth Sunday in Lent / Mother’s Day
Theme: Amazing Love
Contacts
Rev Robert Allan, Minister, 625124, minister@falkirktrinity.org.uk or RAllan@churchofscotland.org.uk
Morag Jenkinson, Session Clerk, 625498, sessionclerk@falkirktrinity.org.uk
Gillian Gardner, Business and Development Manager, Church Office 611017, office@falkirktrinity.org.uk
Robert Tait, Organist, 713746, bob.tait@blueyonder.co.uk
Marianne Pattison, Safeguarding Officer, 716087, marpat@virginmedia.com
Elaine Harley, Safeguarding Officer, 557352, elaine.harley@tiscali.co.uk
Alastair Jeffrey, Treasurer, treasurer@falkirktrinity.org.uk

New Church Website
Falkirk Trinity has a new website! Visit the site and spread the word! https://falkirktrinity.org.uk
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Important Information
Sunday morning arrangements for young people
The “Wee Bairns” meet in the lounge, for children up to Primary One; S-Kidz meet in the hall, for children up to
Primary Six; and Youth Station meet in the coffee room, for young people in Primary Seven onwards. Please
spread the word and encourage our young people to come along to Church.
Pastoral care.
if anyone is ill or in hospital and would appreciate a visit from the minister or if there is a time when you would
like to talk to the minister about a particular matter, then please contact him on the telephone number on the
front page or send him an e-mail. Please don’t assume that he will know unless he is contacted directly. Thank
you. Visit the minister’s website: www.reformthechurchofscotland.org Here you will find Andy’s thought for the
week, and a regular blog, as well as other interesting and challenging information!
Sanctuary First (led by our friend Albert Bogle)
Sanctuary First is seeking to set up “Connect Groups” throughout the country for Lent studies, following materials
that Sanctuary First has produced. If you would like to host a “Connect Group” or take part in one in this local
area, then please let the minister know by the end of February.
Facing the future
Facing the Future: Further to our open meeting in November and consequent Kirk Session meetings, the Kirk
Session has agreed a new way forward for our congregation, with four new Groups driving change as we face the
challenging future of our Church and the Kirk as a whole in Scotland. These new Groups are: Community Hub
Group; Buildings and Finance Group; Outreach and Youth Group; Faith and Worship Group. It is hoped that as
these new Groups get established in early 2019 that as many as possible within our congregation will support and
participate in the work of these Groups. Watch this space for further details!
Parking in Church Grounds.
On Sundays we try to keep as many spaces as possible for those who would struggle to attend without being
dropped off or being able to park close to the Church, so if you can walk a short distance then please find
alternative parking around the town. Also, for those who do park within the grounds, please avoid parking at
corners or where cones are placed as such spaces are kept to enable full access for all users to the grounds,
including any emergency vehicles. Thank you for your understanding.

Dates for your diary









Faith & Worship Group: 7.30pm on Wednesday 27th February at the church
Outreach & Youth Group: 7.00pm on Thursday 28th February at the church
Buildings & Finance Group: 7.00pm on Monday 4th March
Conversations in Worship: A repeat of the excellent evening held last year, exploring worship with short
conversations – 7.00pm on Tuesday 12th March.
Minister on holiday: Monday 18th to Monday 25th March, both dates inclusive.
Conversations in Prayer: Another discussion evening in the same format as other “conversations”
evenings on worship and discipleship on Wednesday 27th March at 7.00pm.
Comely Park Primary School: Spring/Easter Service at Church at 11.00am on Friday 29th March.
Kirk Session: 7.30pm on Tuesday 2nd April in the Main Hall.

Church News for April 2019
Please send any articles or feedback to trinitychurchnews@outlook.com or hand into the office by Tuesday 26th
March. Thank you.
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Our Church Life
Trinity Church Choir Practices
The choir meets once per month on a Thursday evening from 7.30pm to 9.30pm
with some additional evenings in the period before Easter and Advent/
Christmas. The choir also practices before each Sunday Service at 10.15am
prompt in the Archway Room. New members are always made welcome. Anyone
interested in joining the choir should speak to Bob Tait or contact him via the
Office.

Choir Practices
7th March

29th August

4th April

3rd October

11th April

7th November

2nd May

5th December

6th June

12th December

4th July

19th December

Odd Job Breakfast
All men in the congregation are invited to come along to an “Odd Job Breakfast” on Tuesday mornings. Starting at
9am with a breakfast roll and sausage (and a blether), we will then tackle some of the “odd jobs” around the
church. Some weeks there may be quite a few jobs and at other times not so much to do. Please consider coming
along and joining us – even if you’re not a DIY person, there will always be something to do – and we hope that
those attending will enjoy the fellowship too.
Tots and Toddlers Group
Our Tots and Toddlers Group is held in the main hall between 9.30am and 11.30am . It runs through school
terms. If you would like more information or book a place then please contact Gillian in the office. Please also
spread the word to neighbours and friends who might be interested.
Church Walking Group
The next Saturday walk will be on 23rd March, a circular route from Balbirnie (Markinch) to Star Moss /
Kirkforthar. The walk will take 2.5 hours on reasonable paths and will leave Falkirk at 9.00am, with lunch at
Bridgeton Garden Centre. Contact Susan Laing for further information - email: ferryburn@blueyonder.co.uk or
telephone: (01324) 630890 or text: 07914 745015
The Walking Group will meet at Falkirk High School on the 4th and 11th of March and outside the Cladhan Hotel on
the 18th and 25th of March, at 7.00pm each evening.
The Wanderers
The last of the Wanderers' winter programme will take place on Wednesday 27th February at 2pm in the Main
Hall. Ian Scott will talking on the subject of "Gone but not forgotten". In case you are wondering who is this is
referring to, it's actually about old buildings in Falkirk lost to decay, progress etc. If you would like to come along
and listen to an entertaining talk by Ian, please let Gillian in the Office know.
We still need some new escorts, as they are a vital part in the trips taking place. Your commitment would be no
more than 1-2 occasions in the year. The bus leaves the depot at noon and we are usually back there between
4.30pm and 4.45pm. If you are interested please contact Ellen Hamilton through the church office.
Book Group
The Book Group will be meeting on Thursday 7th March in the Graeme Hotel at 7.30pm to discuss “Our House”
written by Louise Candlish. All welcome. (Even if you haven’t read the book!)
Café in the Kirk
The café will be closed for one week’s holiday from the 1st to the 5th April.
New AV Equipment / Volunteer Training
New AV equipment has recently been installed for steaming and recording the services. After the service on
Sunday 24th February and on Thursday 28th February at 7.30pm, there will be an opportunity to learn how the
system works. Everyone is welcome, whether you are an existing volunteer, interested in volunteering or if you
just want to find out more about how the system works. If neither of these times suit, then a one-to-one session
can be organised.
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Conversations in Worship
A repeat of the excellent evening held last year, exploring worship with short conversations, at 7.00pm for tea /
coffee in the hall with a 7.30pm start on Tuesday 12th March in the Sanctuary.
Conversations in Prayer
Another discussion evening in the same format as other ‘conversations’ evenings on worship and discipleship at
7.00pm for tea / coffee in the hall with a 7.30pm start on Wednesday 27th March in the Sanctuary.
Christian Aid
Christian Aid week will take place from Sunday 12th May until Saturday 18th May 2019.
This year, Christian Aid are focussing on improving the lives of mothers, their babies and young children in Sierra
Leone. You'll probably remember that Sierra Leone was hit by an Ebola outbreak, which killed many people and
left others struggling to recover. The government of Sierra Leone had to apply to the International Monetary
Fund for a loan to help them put their country back on its feet. Unfortunately, because of the huge interest rate,
the government of Sierra Leone is struggling to repay the loan, which is having a very negative effect on the
infrastructure of the country and in particular the health services provided for pregnant women and young
children. Christian Aid is raising money this year to target maternity services which should help to stem the rate
of maternal and infant mortality and hopefully improve the health of young children.
During Christian Aid Week this year, there will be no house to house collection for the first time. Instead we will
distribute envelopes to everyone in the congregation on 12th May. For those of you who are unable to attend
that Sunday envelopes will be available in the vestibule for the next two Sundays to pick up. If you aren't able to
attend church during May we will try to get envelopes to you through your pastoral visitor.
As usual we will be running a quiz, which will be available from Sunday 28th April. Completed quizzes should be
returned by Sunday 19th May. This year the Christian Aid team have decided to try a new venture, in which we
hope you will want to get involved. Our idea is that instead of having a Church Coffee morning during May, we
would like you to invite 4 or 5 of your friends, neighbours or family for coffee and cakes in your own home to
support Christian Aid. We can provide leaflets to give to your guests. More information will be available in the
next few weeks.
The Christian Aid Book Sale will take place from the 20th to the 25th May. Further information will be available in
the next Church News.
Traidcraft
Youth Station will be selling Easter Eggs again on Sunday 7th April and Sunday 14th April after church.
Oberammergau Trip
A group of us are keen to go to the 10 yearly Passion Play in 2020 and we will be going in July 2020 probably with
another Church congregation. If you would be interested there is still time to consider this and a deposit will be
required if you decide to go. For more details speak to Shona Penman or email
on sp011j4628@blueyonder.co.uk.
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Our Giving
Strathcarron Hospice Phials
Phials for donations to Strathcarron Hospice are available on the table in the vestibule. Please feel free
to take one to fill with any coin value. Once full, the phials should be returned to Boston Glegg. Thank you.
Falkirk Foodbank
On the first Sunday of every month this year, we will be collecting
donations for Falkirk Food Bank. The Food Bank depends on
donations to meet an ever increasing need and believe no-one in
our community should have to face going hungry. That’s why they
provide up to five days nutritionally balanced emergency food and
support to local people who are referred to them in crisis. Our next
Foodbank Sunday will be the 3rd of March

URGENTLY NEEDED ITEMS
TINNED POTATOES
BISCUITS
LONG LIFE FRUIT JUICE UHT MILK (1 LITRE)
BREAKFAST CEREALS TOOTHPASTE
TOOTHBRUSHES

Produce Table
You may remember that we raised just over £90 from the produce that we sold over the summer months for the
Breaking the Barriers project, which Christian Aid has been supporting for some months now. We specifically
asked for the money to go to the solar panel project in Ethiopia which is supporting local women there. The
Scottish Government has given matched funding to this project which means that for every £1 we made they are
giving £5. So our £93.50 has generated an additional £465.
Vine Trust Trip to Tanzania
The current total collected for the Vine Trust now stands at £21,000. This figure includes
donations from members of the team towards their own travel and accommodation costs.
This also includes the proceeds from the Phoenix Choir concert which amounted to
£1200—thanks to all of whose who attended this event. Thanks also for the personal
donations which we continue to receive.
We originally planned to send ten volunteers but as we now have twelve people going on the trip, we have had to
revise our target to £30,000.
Glenn Somerville (who is Gordon and Jennifer Graham’s son-in-law) is doing a sponsored cycle, cycling 200 miles
over two days from Aberdeen on the East coast of Scotland to Applecross on the West coast of Scotland. On day
one from Aberdeen to Inverness, he will cover 117 miles and cycle for almost ten hours and on the second day he
will cycle a distance of around 83 miles, but with an additional 4,000m of ascent compared to the first day. To
sponsor Glenn please click on this link https://www.vinetrust.org/u/f5515
James Harley is doing a sponsored walk. Over two days in March, he is walking 66 miles along the Forth & Clyde
Canal from Bowling on the River Clyde through to the Falkirk Wheel, then along the Union Canal, through to the
canal end at Lochrin Basin in Edinburgh, then down through the city to the Vine Trust barge at Leith Docks on the
Forth to complete his coast to coast walk. To sponsor James please contact him on:
https://www.vinetrust.org/u/f5519
We are grateful for both Glenn’s and James’s efforts and hope you will support them.
Upcoming Fundraising events - please tell your friends and come along if you can:





Music Quiz on Friday 8th March – Tickets from Robert and Jane Allan
Daffodil Afternoon Tea on Saturday 16th March – tickets from Edith Robbie.
“Call My Bluff” wine tasting – Friday 29th March
Anthony Toner: Friday 5th April - 6.30pm

Did you know that this news sheet and the Faw Kirk magazine are available online?
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9th Falkirk Girls Brigade
The girls, who meet here at Trinity every Wednesday, have been focusing on Charities this session. They are
sponsoring a Guide Dog, have had a ramble around town mapping all the charity shops, and were the first
organisation to contribute to our Vine Trust appeal.
Following Trinity’s lead, they have recently been focussing on Falkirk Foodbank. One night, the girls were surprised
to be told to hold on to their £1 “subs”. They then all went off to Asda to buy food for the Foodbank. They made
lots of discoveries about pooling resources and seeking best value. Two weeks later, and after a car seat fitting
frenzy, they went off in their leaders’ cars to the Foodbank. There they weighed their food (28kg) and learned how
the foodbank worked.
The following week they were asked to draw a
picture or write a story about their experience.
Alastair and Elizabeth Jeffrey, Gillian Gardner and
Yvonne, our play therapist, had the unenviable
task of picking winners from each of the 3 age
groups. Well done to Zara, Anna Li and Anna!
And well done to all the girls and their leaders.
It’s great to see some of the youngest folks
around the church showing us how to be
charitable and socially aware!
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Our Family Life Centre
Play Therapy Update
Our Play Therapy service is now in its 2nd year. To date, 13 children have benefitted from our service.
Bereavement Books
We now have a small library of books relating to bereavement in the History Room. Anyone is free to borrow any
of these books and Gillian can show you where they are. Please just leave a note of which book you have taken
and your name.
Age Scotland
Age Scotland is the national charity supporting people over the age of 50, championing the rights and raising
awareness of the issues impacting on people’s lives as they get older. They operate a free
Helpline on 0800 12 44 222, available Monday to Friday, 9am - 5pm. The Helpline staff can also
carry out free benefits checks to make sure you are in receipt of all you are entitled to and last
year, more than £500,000 was successfully claimed after benefits checks had been undertaken.
If you are unsure, it may be worth a phone call! Age Scotland produce a range of publications and some are
available on the carousel outside the café. Please speak to Gillian in the Office if you are looking for information on
any specific topic as she has a copy of the most recent publications list.

Events in the Faw Kirk
Music Quiz
Friday 8th March at 7pm
Organised by Robert and Jane Allan. We’ll have teams of up to 8 people and you can bring your own drinks and
nibbles. Tickets are £10 and available from Jane or Robert. All proceeds will go to our Tanzania Project with the
Vine Trust—a fun night out while supporting a great cause!
Daffodil Afternoon Tea in aid of Vine Trust Project
Saturday 16th March 1.30pm to 4.00pm
Do you enjoy meeting up with friends and having a chat over a cup of tea and some home baking? Then why not
join us for a Daffodil Afternoon Tea on Saturday 16th March from 1.30pm to 4.00pm in the Main Hall and sample
the delights of the home baking on offer. Afternoon Tea will be served between 1.30pm and 2.30pm but you can
stay for as long as you wish until 4.00pm. It will be a traditional afternoon tea with sandwiches/scones/home
baking. All dietary requirements will be catered for; all we ask is that you let us know in advance when you buy
your ticket if you have one. Tickets priced £5.00 are available from Edith Robbie. All monies raised will go to our
Vine Trust Project.
Bacchus Brothers “Call My Bluff” wine tasting
Friday 29th March at 7.30pm
This is a fun evening for you to taste 6 wines - 1 Champagne/Sparkling; 2 white and 3 red, and see if you
can tell which wine “Brother” is telling the truth about each wine! A small prize for the winning individual
or team. Proceeds for this event will contribute to the Falkirk Trinity’s Vine Trust Project. Tickets are £12
and can be purchased from the Office.
Anthony Toner
Friday 5th April - doors 6.30pm
Anthony Toner (once memorably described as 'James Taylor meets John Prine in a second hand book shop') makes
his first appearance at Falkirk Trinity Church has part of a short Scottish visit to celebrate the release of his ninth
album, Our Lady of the Wind and Rain. Since the release of the popular single ‘Sailortown’ in Northern Ireland ten
years ago, Anthony has been in constant motion, releasing a string of popular albums and playing countless live
performances, the songs interweaved with insightful, moving and funny stories. Expect an evening of peerless
guitar playing and stories from the road. Tickets are £8, available from See Tickets and the Office. Proceeds will be
donated to our Vine Trust Project.
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Events Elsewhere
The Great British Dog Walk
Saturday 23rd March at 11.00am
The Kelpies, Helix Park, Falkirk
Adults £12 (£10 online) Children free
Walk in beautiful locations with like-minded people, and help deaf people reconnect
with life. Hearing dogs for deaf people. Sign up online at www.hearingdogs.org.uk/greatbritishdogwalk
Falkirk Operatic Society
Tuesday 9th to Saturday 13th April
Falkirk Town Hall
Falkirk Operatic Society are performing the musical ‘Anything Goes’ at 7.30 pm and a Saturday matinee at
2pm. This promises to be a wonderful light hearted show aboard a liner sailing from New York with well known
numbers like 'You're The Top', 'It's Delovely' and 'I Get A Kick out of You'. Tickets are £10 for the Tuesday night,
then £14 (concessions £12) and can be had from Elizabeth Donald and Elizabeth Woodford
or www.falkirkoperatic.com/tickets
EXILES - a play
Friday 8th March at 7.30pm
Saturday 2.30pm and 7.30pm
St. Michael’s Parish Church, Linlithgow
A production highlighting the plight of refugees through the story of the Holy family's flight to Egypt with drama
and music at St Michael's Parish Church. Tickets priced £10 adults, £7 children from St. Michael’s or online
at www.ticketsource.co.uk All proceeds to support work among refugees in Scotland and abroad.
4th Falkirk Girls’ Brigade Easter Egg Bingo
Thursday 28th March
Ettrick Dochart Community Hall (down side slope).
Doors open at 6.00pm with eyes down 6.30pm. Refreshments will be available at break. Donations of Easter
eggs would be hugely appreciated.
Classic Music Live! Falkirk presents the Grier Uttley Duo
8th March at 7.30pm
Falkirk Town Hall
Come to hear Savitri Grier, violin and Richard Uttely, piano. Over the last year, Savitri has made her debut at
Carnegie’s Weill Hall and Wigmore Hall, and appeared as soloist with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra,
Bournemouth Symphony, English Chamber and Welsh National Opera Orchestras. Born in 1992 Savitri read
music at Christ Church, Oxford and in 2017 completed her Artist Diploma at the Guildhall school of Music &
Drama. She was selected by YCAT in 2015.
Richard Uttley is noted for the integrity and breadth of his musicianship as a soloist, chamber musician and
recording artist, Richard Uttley won the British Contemporary Piano Competition in 2006 and represented by
YCAT 2011 – 2017. He has been recognised for his ”musical “ intelligence and pristine facility”
Strathcarron Singers Annual Concert
Sunday 19th May
Albert Halls, Stirling
More information to follow…..
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Falkirk Trinity Church
Friday 5th April
www.falkirktrinity.org.uk

New album, “Our Lady of the Wind and Rain”
www.anthonytoner.net
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