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Sunday Worship at 11am 
 

7th July: Theme:  Spread the news 

14th July: Theme:   Services led by Worship Group 

21st July: Theme:  Services led by Worship Group 

28th July: Theme:  Prayer time 
Our Minister 
Rev Robert Allan, tel: 625124 or email minister@falkirktrinity.org.uk or RAllan@churchofscotland.org.uk   
Visit the minister’s website: www.reformthechurchofscotland.org Here you will find Andy’s thought for the week, and 
a regular blog, as well as other interesting and challenging information! 
 
Summer Sunday morning arrangements for young people 
We have a crèche for the under 5s; from 30th June to 25th August, we have summer family services which last approx. 
40-45 minutes – all children (except for crèche) and young people are invited to remain for the whole family service. 
We’ll have activity sheets for children to use during the service. 

 
Pastoral care 
If anyone is ill or in hospital and would appreciate a visit from the minister or if there is a time when you would like to 
talk to the minister about a particular matter, then please contact him on the telephone number above or send him an 
e-mail. Please don’t assume that he will know unless he is contacted directly. Thank you.    
 
Dates for your diary: 

 Community Hub Group meets at 7pm on Wednesday 7th August in the Lounge. 

 Family Life Centre team meets at 10.30am on Wednesday 21st August in the Vestry. 

 Faith and Worship Group meets at 7pm on Thursday 22nd August in the Lounge. 

 Communion services at 11am and 2pm on Sunday 1st September 

 Kirk Session meets at 7.30pm on Tuesday 10th September in the Main Hall 
 

The Minister will be on holiday from the 8th to 22nd July, both dates inclusive. During that time, funeral cover for any 
members will be provided by Very Rev Albert Bogle (tel 07715 374557) 

Christian Aid 
Details of the Christian Aid campaign about climate change – The Time is Now –  can be found on their website 
www.christianaid.org.uk. The views of Sir David Attenborough talking about climate change can be found by searching 
his name on YouTube.  

We are still looking for someone in the congregation who might lead on sharing the news and work of Christian Aid – if 
you are interested, please speak to the minister. 

Volunteering 
Sheets with details of various areas of life of our congregation where volunteers are needed are in the Vestibule – 
please take one – could you help? 
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Bereavement Support Group 

A new group begins on Monday 8th July meeting in the early afternoon. Anyone interested in 
joining the group should contact the minister or the church office for more details. 

Strathcarron Phials 
Phials for donations to Strathcarron Hospice are available on the table in the Vestibule. Please feel free to take one to 
fill with any coin  value. Once full, the phials should be returned to Boston Glegg. Thank you. 
 

Summer Produce Stall 
The summer produce stall is now available on Sundays. If  you have any, fruit and vegetables, plants, jams and jellies or 
other produce which you would like to share with others in the congregation, please bring them along and put them 
on the produce table.  Others can then buy them for a small donation which will go to Christian Aid.   
 
Café Holidays 
Café Summer holidays are from Monday 1st July until Friday 26th July, reopening on Monday 29th July.  
 
Office  Holidays 
The church office will be closed for the first two weeks in July, from  Monday 1st July to Friday 12th July, although 
emails and answering machine messages will be returned as normal.   
 
Youth Station 
What have Youth Station been doing this year?  Youth Station, our 11 to 16 year olds, have had a busy year!   
In October and November they undertook the task of making decorations for the Sanctuary and the Main Hall. 

They led the congregation making Christian Aid doves which decorated the Church for Christmas. They were supported 
by other members of the congregation and the Boys Brigade in making the doves and by Alastair and other able 
volunteers in putting them up in Church.  A small group of young people worked with Ellen to make banners to hang in 
the Church.  We held workshops after Church services - young people from Youth Station made friezes of candles, stars 
and angels to decorate our church hall.  The young folk selected cards and gifts from the Traidcraft catalogue and 
manned the stall on two Sundays, selling around £500 worth of goods. 

They also displayed other talents when preparing a Christian Aid nativity sketch which was used in a Church service in 
December.  At the start of 2019, YS looked at the different ways people contribute to the work of the church 

 Some tried bell-ringing, some showed great skill in this straight away! 
 Some found out how to operate the media desk 
 They found out about flower ministry and made small displays to give out to members of the congregation on 

Easter Sunday 
 
They looked at what we mean by charities, how they work – looking in particular at Christian Aid and the Vine Trust 
When the young people heard about the trip to Tanzania and the work out there, they felt they wanted to send some 
gifts for the young people. After Jean consulted the organisers of the trip, it was decided that notebooks, pencils, 
coloured pencils, rubbers, pencil sharpeners and balloons would be bought. The young people then planned a 
fundraiser to raise money for this. The Breakfast Quiz and the stalls selling gifts and crafts were a great success. A few 
members of the congregation who couldn’t attend gave donations and the Hallglen Girls Brigade donated £50 from 
their fund-raising quiz sheet. In total, Youth Station raised over £500 and as well as making up packages for 120 
children in Tanzania, they were able to send extra materials to the school in Tanzania and also £263 to the Vine Trust 
to help continue their work. 

On Sunday mornings, they have also looked at Communion, promises we make in church organisations, the meaning 
of our names and valuable characteristics related to them and the importance of working with others.  Youth Station 
hope to continue to play a big part in the worship and work of our Church.  

Have a good summer!! 
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Falkirk Foodbank Collection - Sunday 7th July 
Donations to the Foodbank are welcome on the first Sunday of every month.  Urgently needed items 
are tinned potatoes, biscuits, long life fruit juice, UHT milk (1 litre), breakfast cereals, toothpaste and 
toothbrushes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

As you’ll know, our Tanzania Twelve set off on the 26th of May. Here’s some of 
their blog from their time out in Africa: 

After three flights, a ferry, and two buses, we arrived at Sengerema where we 
were staying. Our first impressions - somewhat chaotic at the airport, busy, warm, 
friendly, strange geological rock formations which were amazing plus the land is very green. We are all getting used to 
either cold showers or scalding hot; some even have boutique toilet facilities know within the group as either a hot or 
a cold drop! 

The people gave us a very warm welcome especially the children who have followed some members of the party like 
The Pied Piper! First day on site was where we received the formal welcome with lots of singing and dancing, which 
was fabulous.  We were welcomed by representatives from the local ward and Executive officers from Kazunza local 
government. Importantly there were senior representatives from the African Inland Church of Tanzania, who are the 
key partner with the Vine Trust on this project. 

Bishop Dr Peter Kitula led short service of dedication for this project. Iain MAcSween presented a commemorative 
plaque and plan of the site which will be mounted on a cairn on a hillside overlooking the site. The Falkirk group then 
said the Lord’s Prayer and sang “Amen Siakadumisa”.  This was completed by a procession down to the first house site 
where the symbolic foundation stones were laid. This was a longish process but valuable-we are learning to adopt 
Tanzanian “Pole Pole” time, this means “slowly slowly”. 

With the help of a lot of children, we carried buckets of water from the reservoir in a human chain to the first two 
houses - although hard work, there was lots of laughter and sweat. 
 
For most of us, the construction support was carrying buckets of water, moving boulders, mixing and moving cement 
and even some building and cementing the foundations when the fundis (local builders) gave us the opportunity. One 
of the team did so well that she became an adopted fundi! 

For the sub team, the task was to build the cairn for the plaque which is situated on the hill overlooking the site. This 
was no mean task – carrying stones, buckets of water, sand and cement up the hill. Four of the team worked very hard 
there with John the fundi whose favourite phrase was “wakey wakey” –but this means “put it there” not “stop lying on 
that boulder in the sun sunbathing”! 
 
The second week went well. The fundis struggled to keep up with the high productivity level of our team – hundreds of 
blocks moved, tons of soil shifted (in our bucket chain) to infill the floors of the houses, 35 trees planted (with a pick 
axe used to break up the ground and many trips to collect buckets of fertiliser), the walls were at roof level by the time 
we left, and many wheelbarrows of sand loaded and wheeled to the site. In fact, we used up all the materials available  

Tanzania Twelve 
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and the building work was ahead of schedule.  

On the last Thursday there, we held a small ceremony at the cairn attended by local dignitaries. We attached the map 
and plaque and then sang “The Lord bless thee and keep thee” – a moving moment. 

Our final day on site ended on a high note. We clubbed together to buy 100 football tops in various sizes and colours 
and then wondered how we were possibly going to distribute them to all the children who had come to say 
“goodbye”. So we lined them all up by size…… quite a task! The children looked slightly perplexed by all of this and 
were clearly wondering what was in store. They were so unused to both gifts and new clothes that they just didn’t 
know what to do with them. So we helped them to put the tops on and you could see as they gradually realised that 
they were theirs to keep, the smiles of delight spread across their faces. We boarded the bus, sad to be leaving but to 
a lot of cheering and laughter. 
 
Our last night in Sengerema ended with a meal with Bishop Peter and AICT representatives. The Bishop thanked us for 
all we had achieved and asked us to take his blessings back to the Church in Falkirk.  Before leaving Sengerema, we 
visited the AICT day care to say “goodbye”. The children were outside and when they saw the bus arrive, they rushed 
down the hill to see us shouting “mzungu!!” (white people) engulfing us with hugs and hanging on to us. It was very 
difficult to tear ourselves away. A little bit of Tanzania will be forever in our hearts. 

After a fabulous safari in Serengeti, we set of for home. We are now back in Falkirk safe and sound, if slightly tired! A 
life changing amazing trip was had by all. 
 
 
 
Church Walking Group 
The next Saturday walk will be on 20th July, walking from Clackmannan through the Kennet Estate to the Forth.  The 
walk will be 2 hours on reasonable paths and will start at 1pm.  July Walks will take place at 7pm on Mondays 1st, 8th 
and 15th meeting at Forth Valley Royal Hospital and Mondays 22nd and 29th to the Kelpies (park at Stadium near main 
road) 

 
Book Group 
Our next Book group is on Thursday 18th July at 7.30pm at the Graeme Hotel. We will be reading “Hiding in Plain Sight” 
by Susan Lewis. Happy reading.  
 
Odd Job Breakfast 

All men in the congregation are invited to come along to an “Odd Job Breakfast” on Tuesday mornings. Starting at 9am 
with a breakfast roll and sausage (and a blether), we will then tackle some of the “odd jobs” around the church. Some 
weeks there may be quite a few jobs and at other times not so much to do. Please consider coming along and joining 
us – even if you’re not a DIY person, there will always be something to do – and we hope that those attending will 
enjoy the fellowship too. 
 
 
 
Battle of Falkirk 1298   
We are excited to be involved in the plans for the commemoration of the Battle of Falkirk. We’ll 
have events on in the Church and grounds, including talks, battle re-enactments, tribal dancing, 
displays of historical artefacts and more, on Saturday 20th July. Pop the date in your diary now and 
come along to enjoy the day! 
 
Alan Power - Friday 6th September 
Alan Power is a UK based singer songwriter. His music is rooted in traditional country and folk, with notable leanings 
towards the abstract/post punk and experimental. Tickets are £8.  

 
Falkirk Storytelling Festival 
The 3rd Falkirk Storytelling Festival will run from Thursday 3rd until Sunday 6th October. We are confirming 
our events just now and will announce our line up very soon. Watch this space! 
 

OUR GROUPS 

TRINITY EVENTS 


