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WELCOME TO OUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER! 
Keep up to date with what’s happening in Falkirk Trinity by visiting our website at www.falkirktrinity.org.uk  

or our social media pages on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
Email any items for January Church News to trinitynewsletter@outlook.com by Tuesday 17th December please. 

 

OUR MINISTER 
Rev Robert Allan, tel: 625124 or email minister@falkirktrinity.org.uk or RAllan@churchofscotland.org.uk   

Visit the minister’s website: www.reformthechurchofscotland.org for the Minister’s blog. 
 

What does the minister do?  
It was once said by a ministry research centre that 90% of the congregation don’t know what the minister is doing 
90% of the time! I am not sure how true that is but here is a little flavour of some things that I have been doing in 
recent months: met with a spiritual companion once per month; attended day conference led by Sanctuary First; had 
two weeks holiday in September; prepared Assembly once per month with a class at Hallglen Primary and then 
delivered Assembly with them the following week; Comely Park Primary School came to Church for their Harvest 
Service; weekly visits to hospitals and to those in particular need; conducted three funerals; attended various 
Presbytery Planning meetings; preached at the induction of a new minister at Larbert West; accompanied a person 
on a ministry discernment process; led a re-dedication service for Falkirk War Memorial; led reflection at the Festival 
of Remembrance at the Town Hall; led the annual Remembrance Sunday service at cenotaph; planned ahead for 
worship in Advent/Christmas and outlined plans for 2020; attended a meeting of Dawson Trust in Edinburgh of which 
I am a trustee; blogged on my website. Perhaps that 90% has gone down a little? 

 

  

If anyone is ill or in hospital and would appreciate a visit from the minister or if there is a time when you would like to 

talk to the minister about a particular matter, then please contact him on the telephone number above or send him 

an e-mail. Please don’t assume that he will know unless he is contacted directly. Thank you.    
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Looking forward to 2020 
 A word from Robert as we enter 2020: Can you believe we have reached that date? Seems like yesterday we were 

looking to the year 2000! We talk about having “2020 vision”, clear sight of what’s ahead. As the Church of Scotland 

continues its path towards reform and radical change, we wait with hope for the Assembly in May to progress this, 

with central structures leaner, fit for purpose, and a Church ready to tackle the challenges that lie before it. We pray 

for 2020 vision for our national Church. Over the next few years there will only be 12 large Presbyteries with more 

devolved powers serving regions of Scotland, again hopefully with a clearer vision of the mission we need to re-ignite 

within Scotland. And the local Church, often unwilling to change, will need all members to catch hold of a new vision 

of what it means to be Church in their local settings. This is a more difficult process as many cling to the past and are 

unwilling to embrace the new. I am glad to say that here at Trinity I am encouraged by you all and your willingness to 

try new things and new ways, let’s keep it up! We will have to embrace even more change as we look forward in 

faith. Perhaps we don’t have 2020 vision in terms of knowing what lies ahead – because often Jesus is leading us into 

the unknown – but as we step forward with him may He enable us to see clearer what he would have us do in this 

Church and wider community. 

 
If anyone is ill or in hospital and would appreciate 

a visit from the minister or if there is a time when 

you would like to talk to the minister about a 

particular matter, then please contact him on the 

telephone number above or send him an e-mail. 

Please don’t assume that he will know unless he 

is contacted directly. Thank you.    

  

 

Information update: During December/January we will be 
updating the information we hold on all members and regular 
attenders here at Trinity to make sure we have the correct 
information and comply fully with data protection rules. 
When you receive a form we would be obliged if you could 
complete this and put it in the box provided in the vestibule 
which will then be stored securely in our Church office. Thank 
you in anticipation of your help with this information update.  
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DONATION STATION 

What’s happening at Kazunzu?  
Another two teams have recently visited Kazunzu and sent us some photos from the site. As you can see four houses have 
now been completed and another four houses are under construction: 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The interiors of the two houses we built have been plastered and painted, floors laid and ceilings completed (along with 
cornices!) – all to a very high standard. It is hoped that the first families (of a Mama, Papa and six orphaned children) 
will move in at the beginning of next year. And as we are raising money to kit out the houses this year, we are happy to 
tell you that we have already transferred £1350 to the Vine Trust to help buy furniture, tools etc. (We are very grateful 
for a generous donation of £1000 which we received).  
 

How can you help? You can help us towards our £7,500 target by supporting the Christmas Coffee Day on Saturday 7th 
December or by writing a Christmas Card for Kazunzu. Instead of sending lots of cards to your friends at Trinity, simply 
write one card, pin it to the board in the vestibule, add your name to the list and leave a donation in the box. A big 
saving in time and money and you are helping the Kazunzu project. Thank you. 
 

What’s happening at Falkirk Foodbank?  
Items needed for our collection on Sunday 1st December are as follows –  
Toothpaste and toothbrushes, instant potato, tins of soup (not tomato)  and small selection boxes.  
 

Reverse Advent Calendar 
You might also wish to donate to the Reverse Advent Calendar. With an Advent Calendar you normally remove an item 
each day in December. With a Reverse Advent Calendar, you put in an item each day through the month. In this case, 
you will be donating items that are needed by the Falkirk Foodbank to hand out at Christmas. If you wish to help, please 
pick up a carrier bag from the vestibule and fill it with the items listed below. Please return your filled bag by Sunday 
22nd December. Many thanks for your support. 
 

1st Tin of carrots 2nd  Packet of pasta 3rd  Tin of fruit 4th  Carton of fruit juice 
5th  Instant potato 6th  Tin of custard 7th  UHT milk 8th  Tin of meat 
9th  40 tea bags 10th  Tin of soup 11th  Sponge pudding  12th  Box of breakfast cereal 
13th  Tin of peas 14th  Toothbrush 15th  Toothpaste 16th  Jar of pasta sauce 
17th  Tin of rice 18th  Jar of jam 19th  Jar of coffee 20th  Packet of biscuits 
21st  Tin of fish 22nd  Cake of chocolate     

 
 

What’s happening at Christian Aid?  
Please consider buying your Christmas gifts and cards from Traidcraft as a contribution is then made to the work of 
Christian aid. Thanks to Youth Station for manning the Traidcraft stall and raising £500! Youth Station are also going to 
be selling Advent Calendars. 
 

Strathcarron Hospice 
Please also remember that you can support Strathcarron Hospice by filling the phials which are available in the vestibule 
with coins of any value. Once full, the phials should be returned to Boston Glegg. Or you can come along to the 
Strathcarron Singers Christmas Evening on 13th December.  
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Christmas is Coming!  

 
COFFEE DAY  

and CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 
 

TO RAISE FUNDS FOR KAZUNZU 
Saturday 7th December from 10am to 3pm 

Please come along if you can and bring your friends. 
YOUTH STATION will be decorating Christmas trees which 

will be on display in the Sanctuary. 
Tickets are on sale for £1.00. 

Help is needed to serve at the coffee day and in the 
Sanctuary and donations are welcome for the tombola stall. 

Please sign up if you can help. 
 

 “A Christmas Carol” concert 
with Strathcarron Singers and Broxburn and 

Livingston Brass Band 
on Friday 13th December in the Church.  

Doors open at 7pm for 7.30pm start.  
Entry by donation.  

Tea/coffee and festive nibbles at interval.  
All profits will go to the invaluable work of 

Strathcarron Hospice. 
 

Worship in Falkirk Trinity Church: December 2019 
 

Sunday 1st December at 11am - First Sunday in Advent 
Theme: A better way. Communion Service: All who love the Lord are welcome to share around His table 

(Children meet in hall during whole service for nativity rehearsals) 
 

Sunday 8th December at 11am - Second Sunday in Advent 
Service led by Worship group 

(Children meet in hall during whole service for nativity rehearsals) 
 

Sunday 15th December at 11am - Third Sunday in Advent 
Theme: Transforming lives 

(Children meet in hall during whole service for nativity rehearsals) 
 

Sunday 22nd December at 11am - Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Family Nativity Service 

 

Tuesday 24th December: Christmas Eve 
Noon-1pm Reflective music with Bob Tait in the Sanctuary 

7pm Christmas Eve Family Service (carol singing starts at 6.45pm) 
11.30pm Watchnight Service (carol singing starts at 11.15pm) 

 

Wednesday 25th December at 11am: Christmas Day 
(short) Family Service - Bring along a gift you received! 

 

Sunday 29th December at 11am 
Short All-age End of Year reflective service 

including lighting of candles to remember loved ones 
 

Sunday 5th January 2020 at 11am - First Sunday in Season of Epiphany 
Short All-age New Year service 

 

Note: The morning services on 29th December and 5th January will be shorter all-age reflective services lasting 

approximately 40 minutes. Creche will be available for the under 5s, but all other children attending are invited to 

remain in Church as there will be no S-Kidz or Youth Station on these two Sundays – S-Kidz and Youth Station will 

resume on Sunday 12th January 2020 with party-time!   
 
 
Christmas Eve Family Service: If you play an orchestral instrument and would like to play in the “Church Orchestra” 
on Christmas Eve, please contact Bob Tait 01324 713746 or bob.tait@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

 

https://www.123rf.com/stock-photo/christmas_tree_isolated.html?oriSearch=christmas_tree&ch=christmas tree&sti=
mailto:bob.tait@blueyonder.co.uk


Falkirk Trinity Church of Scotland SC000652 
Tel: 01324 611017  E mail: office@falkirktrinity.org.uk 

 

OUR CHURCH LIFE  
TOTS AND TODDLERS 
Our Tots and Toddlers Group is held in the main hall between 9.30am and 11.30am.  If you would like more information 

or book a place, then please contact Gillian in the office.  Please also spread the word to neighbours and friends who 

might be interested.    Tots and Toddlers breaks for the holidays on Monday 16th December restarting on Monday 13th 

January. 
 

MEN’S CLUB 
Please come along if you are free to the Men’s Club on Tuesday mornings. Starting at 9am with a breakfast roll and a 

blether, we then tackle some of the “odd jobs” around the church. Do not feel that you need to be a DIY person – you 

are welcome to just come and enjoy the company. Our last Men’s Club before Christmas will be on 10th December, 

restarting again on Tuesday 7th January. 
 

PASTORAL CARE 

As a Church we all seek to care and support one another. To assist in this we have Pastoral Visitors, each with a number 

of members in his/her Pastoral Group. It is hoped that our Pastoral Visitors will keep in touch with our members, mainly 

by seeing them at Church, however if you wish a regular home visit from your Pastoral Visitor then please make sure 

you leave this request by contacting our office on 01324 611017, remembering to leave your name and address. (If you 

already receive regular visits then there is no need to contact the office). If you are not a member but attend regularly 

then we can include you in a Pastoral Group – again please contact the office with your name and address and a note on 

whether or not you wish a regular visit.  
 

Could you help in our Church life? Even if you can only spare a few hours, it would make a big difference. Please pick up 

the sheet in the vestibule for more information. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
 Our Minister will be on holiday from 2nd to 9th December, both dates inclusive. Funeral cover will be provided 

by Very Rev Albert Bogle (tel 07715 374557) 

 Kazunzu Coffee Day on Saturday 7th December  

 Feis Fhoirt concert on Sunday 8th December 

 Strathcarron Singers Christmas Evening on Friday 13th December at 7.30pm 

 Comely Park Primary School Christmas Service at 11am on Friday 20th December 

 Freedom of Mind Choir (FDAMH) —Christmas Concert on Friday 20th December at 7pm at the Church 

 Nativity: Sunday 22nd December at 11am 

 Café and Office closed from Monday 23rd December until Friday 3rd January, reopening on Monday 6th January 

 Faith and Worship Group meets at 7pm on Wednesday 15th January at the Church 

 Trinity Book Group meets on Thursday 16th January. The book is “Someone We Know” by Shari Lapena 

 Community Hub group meets at 6.30pm on Wednesday 22nd January at the Church 

 Kirk Session meets at 7.30pm on Tuesday 4th February in the Main Hall 

 Sunday 1st March: Communion/First Sunday in Lent 

 

  

 

What do you think of the Church News? 
Is it useful? Do you always read it?  Or do you prefer to use Facebook and Twitter and the Church Web site? 
We would like to hear your comments – please complete the Comments slip in the vestibule and and leave it in the 
box.  Thank you. 

CALENDARS 2020 - For sale from the Office and Café -  photos of ‘Falkirk from the Air’ taken by Scotdrone and 

‘Paintings by Bob Montgomery’. Both are £10 and a percentage of the sales will be donated to Church funds! 

  

 

 


