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WELCOME TO OUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER! 
 

Keep up to date with what’s happening in Falkirk Trinity by visiting our website at www.falkirktrinity.org.uk  
or our social media pages on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

Email any items for March Church News to trinitynewsletter@outlook.com by Monday 17th February please. We 
welcome information about Church Life which might be of interest to our members. 

 

OUR MINISTER 
Rev Robert Allan, tel: 625124 or email minister@falkirktrinity.org.uk or RAllan@churchofscotland.org.uk   

Visit the minister’s website: www.reformthechurchofscotland.org for the Minister’s blog. 
 

If anyone is ill or in hospital and would appreciate a visit from the minister or if there is a time when you would like 
to talk to the minister about a particular matter, then please contact him on the above telephone number or send 
him an e-mail. Please don’t assume that he will know unless he is contacted directly. Thank you.  
The Minister will be on annual leave from Monday 9th to Monday 16th March, both dates inclusive. 
 

Part of a Parish Minister’s work is conducting funerals when requested. Sometimes it can be quiet and other times 
very busy. January has been one of those busy months with six funerals to date. When funerals come along they 
necessarily take priority in the workload of any minister: making arrangements with funeral directors, meeting with 
families, preparing services and then conducting the services. Apart from Sunday worship which must happen and 
any emergencies, many other things a minister may do slip down the priorities, I’m afraid. Last year I had 29 funerals 
which was relatively quiet compared to the normal which varies between 45-55.  
 

With the workload of all aspects of ministry, I rarely get the opportunity to follow-up bereaved families but we have a 
system in place here at Trinity which helps – letters and cards are sent out to all bereaved families to offer contact 
details of myself and our Seasons for Growth bereavement groups if further help would be useful. Our Pastoral 
Visitors also keep in touch with members to offer friendship and support. We held an interesting evening entitled 
“Grave Talk” last year about planning funerals and we hope to repeat this evening again in the autumn. In a sense, 
bereavement never leaves us for we have been in relationship with someone we love and, although changed, the ties 
of relationship continue. It is how we manage our bereavement and learn how to face life again in those changed 
circumstances that varies from person to person, because we are all unique individuals. 
 

 If anyone wishes a chat with me at any time then I am happy to make arrangements to meet.  
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Church Membership 
If you attend regularly and would like to become a member of the Church by taking public vows of faith then please 
speak to the minister for more details. Here are the membership vows for us all to reflect upon:  
1. Do you believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and do you confess Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord?  
2. Do you promise to join regularly with your fellow Christians in worship on the Lord’s Day?  
3. Do you promise to be faithful in reading the Bible, and in prayer?  
4. Do you promise to give a fitting proportion of your time, talents and money for the Church’s work in the world?  
5. Do you promise, depending on the grace of God, to confess Christ before all people, to serve Him in your daily 
work, and to walk in His ways all the days of your life? 
 

Pastoral Visitors 

As we continue to conduct our latest information gathering from the congregation, we will require to review some of 

our Pastoral Groups in the near future. We will assume that all Pastoral Visitors wish to continue in this capacity 

unless you inform Gillian in the office otherwise by the end of February.  
 

Calling musicians 
If you play an instrument and would consider joining a small group to play occasionally at worship, then please let the 

minister know by the end of February. 
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Kazunuzu 
So far we have sent £2714.39 to the Vine Trust 

to help equip the houses ready for the families 

to move in. 
 

Social services have inspected “our” houses and they 

are confident that they will be approved as they 

have been finished to a standard higher than most of 

the local houses. 

 Two couples have been identified as the first foster 

parents.  One couple has one child; the other, 

two.  They have been approved as suitable parents 

so the plan now is to select two groups of children to 

move in with them. The plan is to start with two or 

three children and then increase to four or five as 

they settle in. They are hopeful that by the end of 

January “our” houses could be occupied.  
 

Thanks to all who made a donation in lieu of sending 

Christmas cards to all their friends at Falkirk Trinity -  

you raised £252! 

 
 

 

The Grand Piano 
A grand piano has appeared on the chancel area of the church in recent weeks. It is almost hidden by the organ until 
it is pulled out to accompany some hymns. This piano is the property of Classic Music Live! Falkirk, the local classical 
music club which brings top artists to Falkirk. The club has been given permission for its storage by the Kirk Session. 
CML!F already holds lunchtime concerts in Falkirk Trinity and the acquisition of a good piano will allow more 
concerts to take place. The money for the purchase of the piano was raised by generous donors. To date, three 
quarters of the total sum of £10,000 has come in and anyone wanting to help the appeal can speak to Christine Tait.  
To celebrate the arrival of the piano a special Gala Concert is going to be held on Friday 13th March at 7.30pm (tickets 
£14 and £12 conc.) given by Gordon Cree, Cheryl Forbes, Seonaid Aitken and Roy Percy. All these artists have 
appeared at CML!F concerts and they will entertain us with well-known classics and lighter music. Come along to 
what promises to be a very enjoyable evening.  
 

 

 

Foodbank 
From January to December 2019, Falkirk Trinity 
donated 1214 kilos of food items. Excluding the 
supermarkets and local businesses who donate, 
our donations put us into the top six organisations 
who regularly donate. 
 

Last year, the Foodbank helped to feed 7838 people of 
which 1897 were children. Over the Christmas period, 
240 families were helped. There were 530 children in 
these families. The Foodbank, working with the 
Salvation Army, also distributed food and toys to a 
further 60 families. 
 

The next Foodbank collection is on Sunday 2nd February. 

Items needed are toothbrushes and toothpaste 

(especially for adults), tins of fish, UHT milk, cartons of 

juice, soup (not tomato) and tins of vegetables. 
 

Anyone willing to volunteer to help with the delivering 

of parcels and driving the van, please contact Jim 

Couper, Project Manager at the Foodbank on  

01324 630366 
 

 

 

Visit from Forfar Old and East Church 
As you may know a group of us are going to Oberammergau in the summer with another church group 
from the above church. They plan to visit Falkirk Trinity on the 23rd of February. We are hoping to tie this 
in with a soup and sandwich lunch with donations going to the Kazunzu fund. More information to 
follow! 
 

Midweek Welcome Volunteers  

We operate our Church Café from Monday to Friday each week and have a number of activities taking place 

in the Church during these days. We would like to have a volunteer each day on door duty at the hall 

entrance to welcome people to Trinity and to guide them to wherever they are going. Sometimes folk arrive 

seeking some form of help and we hope that a volunteer might offer a listening ear and signpost them to the 

help required. We would be looking for a volunteer each weekday, Monday to Friday, from 10am to 2pm. 

Could you help one day a week or even occasionally? When the Café is on holiday there would be no 

requirement for this welcome duty. If you might be interested in helping with this role, then please let Gillian 

in the office know by the end of February. 
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Worship in Falkirk Trinity Church: February 2020 
 

Sunday 2nd February at 11am 
Theme: Rough road to travel 

 

Sunday 9th February at 11am 
Theme: Worthless or worthwhile? 

 

Sunday 16th February at 11am 
Service led by Rev Neil Barclay 

 

Sunday 23rd February at 11am 
Theme: Head in the clouds, feet on the ground 

(6th Anniversary of Falkirk Trinity) 
 

During 2020 we will continue a weekly theme as we follow the Church lectionary. What is the lectionary? It is a 
series of set readings that actually run on a three-year cycle which cover most parts of the Bible. 

 2020 sees us enter year two of that cycle. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: The morning services on 29th December and 5th January will be shorter all-age reflective services (approx. 40 
mins). Creche will be available but all other children attending are invited to remain in Church as there will be no S-
Kidz or Youth Station on these two Sundays – S-Kidz and Youth Station will resume on Sunday 12th January 2020 
with party-time!  
 

Worship: During 2020 we will continue a weekly theme as we follow the Church lectionary. What is the lectionary? 
It is a series of set readings that actually run on a three-year cycle which cover most parts of the Bible. 2020 will see 
us enter year two of that cycle. 
 
 

 

Church Life 
Kirk Session meets at 7.30pm on Tuesday 4th February in the Main Hall 

Family Life Centre team meets on Tuesday 11th February at 11am 

Café in the Kirk closed from Monday 17th – Friday 21st February 

Communion / First Sunday in Lent on Sunday 1st March 
Comely Park Primary School Easter Service at 11am on Friday 3rd April 
Palm Sunday 5th April  
Holy Week beginning 6th April  
Kirk Session meets at 7.30pm on Tuesday 7th April in the Main Hall  
Easter Day Sunday 12th April  

.  
 
 Trinity Walkers 

Our Walking Group resumes its Monday evening walks on the 2nd of March. The starting time for all Monday evening 
walks is 7pm. New members are always welcome and it is a good way to meet new friends and help get fit! 
 
Our programme for 2020 is as follows:  
March:  we meet at the main gate of Falkirk High School.  
April:   we meet at the car park in Bantaskin Park.  
May:   we meet at the car park within Callendar Park (where the Stables Restaurant 

used to be situated).  
June: first 3 weeks in June, we meet at the Falkirk Stadium (car park nearest  

Grangemouth Road) The last two weeks in June we meet in the car park at Carron Co-op.  
July: we meet at Lionthorn car park.  
August: we meet in the car park of the Union Inn, Camelon (Lock 16).  
September:  we meet at the entrance to Forth Valley Royal Hospital.  
 

We also have Saturday walks once a month and these are as follows:  
15th February (morning walk)  Falls of Lennie  
14th March (morning walk)    Inverkeithing to Aberdour (we will get the train  

back to Inverkeithing) and the daffodils hopefully  
will be out! 

18th April (morning walk)  Loch Ard   
16th May (morning walk)   South Queensferry, Hawes Inn to Dalmeny House   
6th June (afternoon walk)  Bo’ness to Blackness   
18th July     Mystery Walk!! (details to follow)  

 

 

Book Group 

The next Book Group will be on 

Thursday 27th February at 7.30pm at  

the Graeme Hotel.  

Our next book will be “The Tea 

Planter’s Wife” by Dinah Jeffries. 

Happy Reading! A warm welcome to 

anyone who might like to join us. 
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Please note that due to essential repair work being carried out on the archway stonework, there is no access to the 

Church via the archway and steps from the High Street. This work is being carried out by Falkirk Council and entry to the 

Church will only be from Manse Place and Newmarket Street for around eight weeks. 

 
 

  
You’re invited 

To the DUNBLANE GATHERING 
We would love to see you and your church community at the Gathering. Join us to explore 

how Christian Aid responds to communities in crisis across the world. 
 

When: Thursday 20 February 10am-1pm 
Where: Cathedral Halls, The Cross, Dunblane, FK15 0AQ. 

RSVP: Glasgow@christian-aid.org    0141 221 7475 
 

 
 

 

The Big Boys Cook Off! 
Trinity’s own Masterchef Challenge  

on Friday 6th March! 
 

Robert Allan, James Harley, Glenn Somerville and Iain 

MacSween will battle it out for the trophy. 

 All funds raised for Kazunzu. 
 

Keep the date free – tickets on sale from 1st February. 

Strathcarron phials 
You can support Strathcarron by filling the 
phials which are in the vestibule with coins of 
any value. Once full, the phials should be 
returned to Boston Glegg. 

CAP Money Course – 
an opportunity to train as a CAP Money Coach 

Training Day on Saturday 14th March from 10am to  
4.30pm in Stirling.  
 

For more information, please contact the Church Office. 
 

Café Church 
 At Costa in Falkirk Retail Park –an  informal 
gathering to discuss aspects of the Christian 
faith, with coffee and music. Next date to be 
announced soon! 
 

Classic Music Live! Falkirk present violinist Fiona Robertson 
Friday 7th February at noon in the Sanctuary 

Tickets are £6.00 (£3.00 students) payable at the  
door. Our lunch deal will also be available. 

 

 

 

Sorting Day for Falkirk Re-Act 

Re- Act are having a day sorting and bagging clothes for refugees on Sat 22nd February from 10am to 2pm in the Main 

Hall. These clothes have been donated and are badly needed by refugees but need to be sorted first.  Can you spare 

an hour or two? All help appreciated. 
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