Falkirk Trinity Church News
March 2020
WELCOME TO OUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER!
Keep up to date with what’s happening in Falkirk Trinity by visiting our website at www.falkirktrinity.org.uk
or our social media pages on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
Email any items for April Church News to trinitynewsletter@outlook.com by Monday 23 rd March please. We
welcome information about Church Life which might be of interest to our members. Anything received after
this date may not be included.

OUR MINISTER
Rev Robert Allan, tel: 625124 or email minister@falkirktrinity.org.uk or RAllan@churchofscotland.org.uk
Visit the minister’s website: www.reformthechurchofscotland.org for the Minister’s blog:
I have written my latest blog entitled “Climate of change” Our Kirk Session had a very interesting chat on the
subject of climate change and we hope to incorporate new ideas in the months ahead. I have attended a few
Falkirk Presbytery planning meetings as we seek to create a new Presbytery Plan for all the Churches in our area –
not an easy task – a mixture of some who want to plan realistically for the future, some who want everything to
stay the same, and some who accept there must be change but would rather it was somewhere else! Lots to look
forward to in the life of our Church and community in March, hope you can get involved in some way.
Robert
If anyone is ill or in hospital and would appreciate a visit from the minister or if there is a time when you would
like to talk to the minister about a particular matter, then please contact him on the telephone number above or
send him an e-mail. Please don’t assume that he will know unless he is contacted directly. Thank you.
The Minister will be on annual leave from Monday 9th to Monday 16th March, both dates inclusive. Funeral
cover will be provided by Rev Erick du Toit, Associate Minister at Camelon Church.

Midweek Welcome Volunteers
We operate our Church Café from Monday to Friday
each week and have a number of activities taking
place in the Church during these days.
We would like to have a volunteer each day on door
duty at the hall entrance to welcome people to
Trinity and to guide them to wherever they are
going, and sometimes folk arrive seeking some form
of help and we hope that a volunteer might offer a
listening ear and signpost them to the help required.
We would be looking for a volunteer each weekday,
Monday to Friday, from 10am to 2pm. Could you
help one day a week or even occasionally? When the
Café is on holiday there would be no requirement
for this welcome duty.
If you might be interested in helping with this role,
then please let Gillian in the office know by the end
of March.

Our Monday morning group is going really well with
over 30 children registered. We could do with some
extra help, regularly or occasionally – if you might be
able to assist then please leave your name with
Gillian in the office and one of our present helpers
will be in touch.

Falkirk Foodbank Collection
Items needed for the Foodbank this month:

UHT milk

Tins of vegetables, meat and potatoes

Bottles and cartons of juice

Calling all musicians!
If you play an instrument and would
consider joining a small group to play at
worship occasionally, then please let the minister
know as soon as possible.
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Worship in Falkirk Trinity Church: March 2020
Sunday 1st March at 11am
First Sunday in Lent
Communion: All who love the Lord are welcome to share around His table
Theme: Spring clean
(Retiring collection for the Iona Abbey Appeal)
Sunday 8th March at 11am
Second Sunday in Lent
Theme: The Plan and the Planet
Sunday 15th March at 11am
Third Sunday in Lent
Service led by Very Rev Albert Bogle
Sunday 22nd March at 11am
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Theme: The eyes of faith
Sunday 29th March at 11am
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Theme: Breathing new life
(clocks go forward one hour)
Children are very welcome to join us for the first part of the service and then to go through to the Hall
for S Kidz or Youth Station.
During 2020 we will continue a weekly theme as we follow the Church lectionary.
What is the lectionary? It is a series of set readings that actually run on a three-year cycle which cover most parts
of the Bible. 2020 will see us enter year two of that cycle.

Church Diary


Community Hub Group meets on Wednesday 1st April at 6.30pm in the Lounge



Comely Park Primary School Easter Service at 11am at Church on Friday 3rd April



Palm Sunday 5th April



Holy Week beginning 6th April – details in April news



Kirk Session meets at 7.30pm on Tuesday 7th April in the Main Hall



Easter Day Sunday 12th April – Princes Park at 8.30am and Church at 11am (Communion)



Christian Aid Week 10-16 May – watch this space for further details – our annual booksale will be 20-23
May



Faith and Worship Group meets on Tuesday 12th May at 7pm in the Lounge



Minister will be at the General Assembly from Saturday 16th to Friday 22nd May, both dates inclusive



Pentecost Sunday 31st May
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Upcoming events…..
Café Church
Thursday 5th March
7pm for 7.30pm start
Join us for an informal gathering to discuss aspects
of the Christian Faith, with coffee and music. The
evening will finish around 8.30pm (venue tbc). All
are welcome!

Trinity’s own Masterchef Challenge!

Friday 6th March at 7pm
Robert Allan, James Harley, Glenn Somerville and
Iain MacSween will battle it out for the trophy!
All funds raised go to our Kazunzu project.
Tickets priced £10 are available after the service or
from the Office.

Come and hear more about the work
of Christian Aid!
Christian Aid rep, Charlie Meiklejohn, is visiting to
chat with us about Christian Aid Week activities.
A small group are meeting with him at 7pm on
Tuesday 17th March in the Church. If you would like
to come along, please let the Minister know.

Bring your own bottle.

Just One Thing
Saturday 14 March from 5pm to 8.30pm
th

Fun activities, food and guest presenters for all young people of school age (primary and secondary)
associated with the congregation.
The event is free but to help our planning and catering, please let us know if you are interested in coming along by
speaking to a leader at S Kidz or Youth Station by Sunday 8th March.

Youth Station Easter Stall - Sunday 8th March
Selling hand-made cards in aid of the Kazunzu funds and also
a selection of large and small Traidcraft Easter
eggs after the Sunday service.
Coming up in May…
“Five Fun Fridays for Kazunzu”
Informal evenings every Friday in May at 7.30pm
with talks, music, laughter and tea, coffee and cakes.
Something for everyone!
All funds raised will go to our Kazunzu project.

Piano Gala Concert
Friday 13th March at 7.30pm
To celebrate the arrival of the grand piano,
Classic Music Live ! Falkirk presents
Cheryl Forbes (soprano), Gordon Cree (piano),
Seonaid Aitken (vocals & fiddle) and
Roy Percy (string bass) to entertain with well
known classics and light music.
Tickets are £14 (£12 concession)
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Copies of the Spring Newsletter for the Family Life Centre
are available now in the Vestibule!

Iona Abbey Capital Appeal
There will be a retiring collection after the Communion service on Sunday 1st March
for the Iona Abbey Capital Appeal. A staggering £3.6 million has been donated to
date, so nearly there and £100k is all that is needed to reach the target by Easter!
This complex and ambitious £3.7 million project involves buildings but is ultimately about people and sustaining a
place of hospitality for years to come: creating access to community spaces, increasing participation in community
life, extending the season with insulation throughout, developing opportunities for education and training,
installing a new sustainable heating system and up-grading facilities to comply with current safety standards.
Building work is scheduled for completion at the end of February.
2020 is going to be a marathon year of celebration on Iona. In June, the Abbey will re-open and the first guests are
already booked. In August the new Village Hall will be completed. A total £6 million is being raised to fund these
amazing initiatives, so plans are underway, with BBC Songs of Praise hoping to share the celebrations. For more
information please speak to Isabel Sarle or come along to the Iona Community Regional Plenary at Lecropt Kirk
Hall, Bridge of Allan on Saturday 21st March from 1pm to 4pm. Contact ruthburgess2003@yahoo.co.uk for more
information.
Kazunzu Project
We have now raised over £5000 of our £7000 target! Thanks to everyone who has contributed.
We are particularly grateful for the two very generous donations of £1000 which we received
recently. The funds raised have been passed to the Vine Trust to enable them to kit out the houses
and to buy animals and tools to cultivate the plots around the houses. As well as an area set aside
for farming cash crops, it is also the plan to create a series of fish ponds where the villagers can
farm tilapia, a fish commonly found in Lake Victoria. Crafts and income from the Vocational training
Centre will help to expand the income for villagers making Kazunzi a sustainable project. For further
information see www.vinetrust.org

The Guild

Strathcarron Hospice

The Guild meets every Wednesday afternoon in
March from 2pm to 3pm. All are welcome.

You can support Strathcarron by filling the phials which are
available in the vestibule using coins of any value. Once full,
the phials should be returned to Boston Glegg.

Trinity Walkers
The Walking Group resumes again on Monday 2nd March meeting at Falkirk High School at 7pm. Please note that
we will meet at Falkirk High School Car Park for all of March.
On 14th March we will have a morning walk from Inverkeithing to Aberdour.
New members are always welcome.

BOOK SHARE—”LIFE IS NOT A LONG QUIET RIVER” by Willy Slavin
Our next book to share is “Life is not a long quiet river”, a memoir by Willy Slavin.
Copies will be available in the vestibule to take away and read and to return for others to enjoy. A
get together will be arranged later for those who would like to meet to discuss their experience of
reading the book.
Willy is a retired priest of the Archdiocese of Glasgow who has spent his life championing the cause of the poor.
Working as a priest for 50 years in the most deprived areas of Glasgow and Bangladesh, he is also known for his
role in the installation of the Homeless Jesus sculpture on a park bench in Glasgow.
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