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WELCOME TO OUR NEWSLETTER 
 

Keep up to date with what’s happening in Falkirk Trinity by visiting our website at www.falkirktrinity.org.uk  
or our social media pages on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

 

Message from our Minister 
Greetings to you all and I hope this July news finds you well! As we continue to move through various stages of 
easing of lockdown it is important that we continue to follow the best advice going forward. In accordance with 
Scottish Government and Church of Scotland guidelines we will prepare as best we can for the re-opening and use 
of our Church buildings. No dates have been set as yet for re-opening, either for worship or other activities, 
however we will keep you informed as we go along. Although stated under Phase 2 that Churches can reopen for 
private prayer, the reality is that we have many health and safety procedures to put in place, including securing 
many volunteers to assist, before any meaningful use of our building can be contemplated, therefore the building 
will remain closed for the foreseeable future. In the meantime, be the “Church Without Walls”! 

Action points:  
1. People often talked in the weeks of lockdown about a “new normal” that would follow this pandemic – what do 

you see being different in the life of the Church in this “new normal”? Send an e-mail to me to let me know your 
thoughts. 

2. If you would like to speak with me then please phone 01324 625124 or e-mail RAllan@churchofscotland.org.uk 
Follow me on Facebook or @RevRabRants on Twitter or my blog on website 
www.reformthechurchofscotland.org 

3. If you have any good “lockdown stories” about what you have been doing or experienced through recent months 
then please send them to Robert and we can include some in our church news over the summer. It would be 
good to hear from you! 

Online Worship 

This can be found every week on Falkirk Trinity website: www.falkirktrinity.org.uk – links on our homepage will take 
you to the latest worship - click on “worship” then click on “watch live” and there you will find weekly worship plus 
you can view previous services. 

You can get a daily reading, reflection and prayer online at Sanctuary First website www.sanctuaryfirst.org.uk  

Looking for a 60 second sermon each day on Twitter? Follow Neil Urquhart, minister at Irvine, @NU4Yoo 

Another website which you may find useful for daily prayer is https://pray-as-you-go.org  

Action points:  
1. It would be good for any of you to say "hello" or share a short message as part of our online worship, so if you 

have access to a smart phone simply record a short (20 seconds max) video clip - just a few words or one-liner - if 
possible shoot the video with the camera sideways - that is, in landscape mode - attach your creation and send it 
to greetings@falkirktrinity.org.uk 

2. Could you like and share our Facebook pages to spread the word about what we are doing?  

3. If you like singing or playing a musical instrument to include in our worship, or you would be willing to record a 
reading or prayer for worship then please e-mail Robert. 

4. If you are interested in joining a zoom meeting of Café Church where we enjoy some conversation around 
matters of faith then please e-mail Robert. 

5. Youth Station continue to connect through their WhatsApp group and online meetings – we have also 
established contact with our S-Kidz too - for more information please contact Helen Smith on 07757 041449.  

6. What do we know about Mark’s Gospel?” A zoom meeting with Prof Helen Bond on Tuesday 7th July at 7.30pm. 
Helen will give a talk and then there will be a short opportunity to ask questions. If you would like to join this 
zoom meeting then please e-mail Robert and access details can be sent to you. 
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Members who have died 
Sadly we intimate that Stewart Edington, Mae Ralston and Jim McLean passed away during June. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with their families. 

General  Information 
Our office remains closed and employees furloughed, however volunteers will monitor phone calls and emails           
redirected from the office: 01324-611017 or email: office@falkirktrinity.org.uk   

Alastair Jeffrey has retired from his post as Caretaker as of 30th June and we thank him for all his work over recent 
years, often going the extra mile in that role. 

Finance and Offerings 
The financial position of our Church remains sound but has obviously been significantly affected by 
the lockdown and a return to regular worship and events in our Church buildings remains a longer-
term hope. We require to address the situation together as a Church and also plan for the future. 

Action points: 
1.  Our Church Accounts for 2019 will be available to view on our website in the next few months. 

2. If you presently use freewill offering envelopes then please seriously consider transferring your offering to 
monthly standing order – the form is available on our website at the foot of the front page under resources 
or you can request a form from our treasurer at falkirktrinitytreasurer@outlook.com It is our aim to have all 
offerings gathered this way by the end of 2020. Alternatively, please send a cheque payable to “Falkirk Trinity 
Church” to Robert at the manse, 9 Majors Loan, Falkirk FK1 5QF 

3. After five years sterling service as Treasurer, Alastair Jeffrey has decided to retire from that position in the 
summer. We thank Alastair for all his hard work and dedication in this role. We now need a replacement! It is 
a major task, however if you are interested in becoming treasurer, then please speak to Robert or Iain 
MacSween as soon as possible. 

Prayer 
Prayer is central to our faith, it is our conversation with God who loves to hear from us. Some helpful 
links are included in this news under “online worship”. 

Action points: 
1. Contact Moira Simpson on e-mail: moirasimpson@blueyonder.co.uk if you have specific items for prayer and this 

can be sent to our team of prayers. 

2. Reflect on your life and faith in quiet times of prayer, talking and listening to God - perhaps take a verse or a 
story from the Bible and let it run through your thoughts during the day. 

Pastoral Visitors… continue to try to keep in telephone contact with members, especially our housebound 
members, if possible.  

Action points: 
1. If you have a contact for someone you know in the Church then why not give them a call for a chat?  

2. If you have not supplied your phone number or e-mail address and wish to be contacted in this way, please e-mail 
Robert. 

Helping others...  

Many people, near and far, will be struggling at this time to cope and therefore members may wish to volunteer to 
help or contribute in some way. 

Action points: 
1. Contact Falkirk Foodbank on 01324 630366 or Marianne Pattison on 07306 134528 for the latest information. 

2. Our fundraising target for Kazunzu Village (with the Vine Trust) this year was £7000 which would fully kit out the 
first two houses, providing furniture, animals, crops, tools etc. Thanks to all who have supported fundraising 
events and made donations, we have raised £6581. To raise the remainder, could you arrange tea/coffee/cakes 
in your garden (keeping within present Government guideline rules) and donate £5 per person? Proceeds can be 
donated by cheque (see Finance above) or you can transfer directly to the Church bank account if you contact 
Alastair, our treasurer, for details (e-mail above). 

 

£ 
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Church Book Group 
Church Book Group…continues to meet by zoom - next book is a memoir called “This Boy” by Alan Johnson and 
Zoom Book Group night is Thursday 2nd July at 7.30pm.  

Action point:  
If you would like to join in or get more information please email Shona at sp011j4628@blueyonder.co.uk 

Some prayer suggestions and reflections for July… 

• For the ongoing work of Christian Aid, Mary’s Meals, the Vine Trust and many other charities struggling to 
continue their vital work to those most in need throughout the world 

• Our governments, scientists, researchers…our doctors, nurses and all NHS staff…all who are providing 
services and help to those most in need through this pandemic… 

• Jesus tells a story of a man sowing corn, with seeds falling along the path, some on rocky ground, some 
amongst thorn bushes, and some in good soil. In these days of well-kept gardens, how is the seed of God’s 
Kingdom of love growing in you? 

• For the Church of Scotland as it seeks to reform; pray that fresh ways forward may be found and embraced 
sooner rather than later 

• For those who are struggling against injustice throughout the world whose stories have not been told as 
national news focuses on the coronavirus 

• For those who are ill at home or in hospital or hospice, for the bereaved, for funeral directors, and for all 
who seek to offer comfort and support… 

• For peace in our world 

• Take regular time to sit in your home or garden and wait in the silence to hear what God might be saying to 
you…remember Jesus calls you “to come to him and rest” 

• God knows us so well, even better than we know ourselves…you can talk to God about anything… 

• What does “building God’s Kingdom” mean to you? 

• For Falkirk Trinity Church as we seek to plan for the future and focus on transforming lives 

• For people in our own country worrying about their homes and businesses and work in an uncertain 
economic future; for those who have lost their jobs and seeking new paths… 

• For those who are housebound all year round, for their carers and helpers… 

• For ministers seeking new ways to communicate the Good News, and for our friends at Sanctuary First in 
their online ministry 

• For those who are lonely, may God’s presence bring embrace… 

• Have you completed new tasks during recent months? What are you going to do now? What are your (new) 
priorities now? What is God leading you to do? 

New challenges will arise. 

New questions will be asked. 

New solutions must be sought. 

“May God’s blessing surround you each day as you trust him and walk in his way.” 

 Ribbons 
During the month of July, Trinity members and friends can have ribbon attached to the church railings with a 
message, their name or both. Please contact CarolineMacfarlane7717@gmail.com or call 07736647878 giving 
details of your preferred ribbon colour, your name and message! 
 

Monthly Zoom Call 
Missing seeing your friends from Church? Then join in our informal Zoom meetings for a wee 
blether (30- 40 mins max) on Monday nights in July at 7pm! All are welcome. Contact 
CarolineMacfarlane7717@gmail.com for more information. 

mailto:sp011j4628@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:CarolineMacfarlane7717@gmail.com
mailto:CarolineMacfarlane7717@gmail.com


 

Falkirk Trinity Church of Scotland 
Tel: 01324 611017  Email: office@falkirktrinity.org.uk 

Missing Church?  

We welcome you to imagine yourself inside the Faw Kirk… 

People have worshipped on this site for many hundreds of years. Trinity Church is not a museum or 
monument, but the home of a living community of God’s people. 

The following words appear on a leaflet at the Church but perhaps you can do a virtual tour and focus on some 
particular parts of the church and pause to reflect and pray as you imagine yourself there… 

Vestibule: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the Lord’s house”. (Psalm 122 v1) Enter the temple 
gates with thanksgiving, go into its courts with praise. (Psalm 100 v 4) 
We thank God for the faith of those who have gone before us, worshipping and working in this place. There 
are names on our roll of Ministers, and on our War Memorials, but many more live on in our hearts. Our 
beautiful Prayer Tree invites us to share our concerns for others today. 

Pulpit: As for us, we proclaim the crucified Christ . . . (1 Corinthians 1, v 23) 
The words “We preach Christ Jesus the Lord” are inscribed round the pulpit, the centre and focus of the 
Sanctuary. These simple words proclaim our faith, which is also illustrated in many objects and symbols such 
as the Dove above the pulpit which is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. 

Stained Glass Windows: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, 
and with all your mind; and love your neighbour as you love yourself. (Luke 10 v 27) 
We give thanks for the beauty of the windows, and for the stories they tell of faithful witness and selfless love. 

Communion Table: “Do this in memory of me”. Luke 22 v 19 
When we gather at the Lord’s Table we obey this command of Jesus, to share the bread and wine and to 
remember him. 

Crosses: The Son of Man must be crucified . . . and three days later rise to life. (Luke 24 v 7) 
There are many crosses around us, on the doors, on the pulpit fall, on the balcony front, as well as the large 
one on the platform. 
They are empty. Jesus is risen. Alleluia! 

Lectern: Your word is a lamp to guide me and a light for my path. (Psalm 119 v 105) 
The Word of God is given to us in the Bible, a library of wonderful stories and songs, a collection of teachings, 
warnings, blessings, wisdom and guidance. We give thanks for those who have preserved, studied, translated, 
explained and passed on this heritage of our faith. 

Font: Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples: baptise them in the name of the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 28 v 19) 
Perhaps you were baptised here, or a family member was. We especially remember Jesus blessing the 
children, turning no-one away, including all in his welcome. 

Organ: Praise the Lord! It is good to sing praise to our God, it is pleasant and right to praise him.  
(Psalm 147, v 1) 
Music, led by our Organist and Choir, resounds here in our Sanctuary to the glory of God. We give thanks for 
all who use their talents and skills to enhance our worship in this way.  

Sanctuary Cross in the East Corridor: The Lord is my protector; he is my strong fortress. (Psalm 18 v 2) 
We remember all who seek protection today, those who live in places of conflict, those who risk everything to 
escape from such places, those who risk their own lives to help others, and those who receive and welcome 
strangers. 


