Falkirk Trinity Church News
January 2021
WELCOME TO OUR NEWSLETTER
Keep up to date with what’s happening in Falkirk Trinity by visiting our website at www.falkirktrinity.org.uk
or our social media pages on Facebook and Instagram.

Message from our Minister
Happy New Year to you all, I hope and pray for God’s blessing upon you and your loved ones and upon our
Church during 2021. Thank you from Jane and I for all your cards and good wishes at Christmas - they were
much appreciated.
I suspect many of us will be glad to see the end of 2020 with all its upheaval, but I hope you can also look back
and see the good things that have happened or emerged from those difficult days and give thanks to God.
I also hope that 2021 will bring hope to our hearts, not only because of vaccines rolling out, but because the
message of Christmas remains ever true – that God is with us – and the challenge lies before us to share his
love in ever new and relevant ways within the community of Falkirk. The Kirk Session has been meeting on
Zoom and has agreed a forward plan, more of which I would like to share with you in the early months of
2021, as we prepare for that day when our Church doors will be open once again not only for worship but for
all the great activities and groups we have and hope to have in the future.
Laura, our Probationer Minister, will be on holiday until the 5th of January but I will remain available
throughout the coming weeks. If you would like to speak with me about any matter or simply have a chat,
then please phone 01324 625124 or e-mail RAllan@churchofscotland.org.uk
Follow me on Facebook or @RevRabRants on Twitter or my blog on my website:
www.reformthechurchofscotland.org
Message from Laura - our Probationer Minister
Epiphany
I'll be hosting an Epiphany Zoom meal on Wednesday 6th January at 7.30pm. Join me online for a shared meal
and light-hearted fellowship as we explore the journey of the three wise men. Contact me on
LDigan@churchofscotland.org.uk to get the Zoom link and the recipes.
Prayer
I will be exploring aspects of prayer at 11am on Friday 15th January. Contact me for more information, to register
your interest and to get the Zoom link.
Connect Bible Study
We will begin again after our Christmas break at 7.30pm on Wednesday 20th January. Old and new members are
invited to come along. Message me for the group Zoom link. Last session we had such rich thought-provoking
discussions mixed with fun and laughter so I’m really looking forward to our new session of the group
beginning. Everyone will be made very welcome.
Zoom Worship
After a successful trial in December, I will be hosting another Zoom worship service at 7.30pm on Thursday 21st
January. It was so lovely to see everyone on the screen. We have learned from our first Zoom worship
experience and this upcoming Zoom worship will be slicker! Please do join us for a joyful evening of praise and
friendship. Contact me to register your interest and to get the Zoom link.
Chase away the January blues and join us for “Wednesdays of Hope” in January
Every Wednesday in January we will post a short five-minute video message of hope, available on Facebook or
follow the online link on our Church website.
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Worship
Thursday 24th December - Online Christmas Eve Family Service
Thursday 24th & Friday 25th December - Online short reflective service for Watchnight/
Christmas Day
Sunday 27th December - Online End of Year Service
(including lighting of candle to remember loved ones)
Sunday 3rd January - Online New Year Service
Sunday morning worship at Church
Due to the latest announcement by the First Minister, we have suspended worship at the Church
building with immediate notice and throughout January. The Kirk Session will review the situation
later in January and, if Government and Church guidelines allow, we hope to resume worship on
Sunday mornings at the Church by the first Sunday in February.

Online worship
Online worship can be found every week on Falkirk Trinity website: www.falkirktrinity.org.uk – links
on our homepage will take you to the latest worship - click on “worship” then click on “watch
live” and there you will find weekly worship, plus you can view previous services.
Telephone worship
If you do not have access to the internet then you can listen to a short time of worship via
telephone – dial 01324 463882 – this should be available from Sunday each week – this is a local
phone number so local rates should apply – 20 pence per minute – less if you have a calling plan
– costs from mobiles may vary so please check your own provider.
Daily reading, reflection and prayer are available online at Sanctuary First website
www.sanctuaryfirst.org.uk or you may wish to try https://pray-as-you-go.org
An interesting webinar on “Intergenerational Church” is available to view on the Church of
Scotland’s YouTube channel.

General information
The office will be closed from December 24th, reopening on
Monday January 11th. Gillian has returned to work (from home)
part-time at the following times: Monday to Wednesday,
9.00am-2.30pm and will monitor phone calls and emails:
call 01324-611017 or email office@falkirktrinity.org.uk

Prayer
Contact Moira Simpson on email
moirasimpson@blueyonder.co.uk if
you have specific items for prayer and this
can be sent confidentially to our team of
prayers.

Finance and Offerings
THANK YOU to all who have sent cheques and handed in FWO envelopes, this is greatly appreciated. We
will address our financial position as we enter the new year and keep everyone updated in the next Church
News.
Youth Station & S-Kidz
Youth Station will connect again through their WhatsApp group on the 17th of January. For more
information please contact Helen Smith on 07757 041449. S-Kidz materials will continue to be
delivered to families until it is safe to return to our normal Sunday morning activities in Church.
Members who have died
Sadly we intimate that during December, Dorothy Bennie and George Taylor passed away.
William Sneddon and Willie Thomson passed away in November. Our thoughts and prayers are
with their families.
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Labelled with Love
A big 'Thank You' to everyone in the congregation who volunteered to take
responsibility for feeding a family on Christmas Day and for the cash donations that
were received. At the time of writing, the 20 menus have been distributed and will
feed 91 people. The support has been amazing and will make such a difference to
the families in our parish.
Providing new school uniforms and warm second-hand clothing to children continues on an ongoing basis
with referrals still being received. If you would like to make a donation then please use this safe link to do
so: https://falkirktrinity.churchsuite.co.uk/donate/fund/1tjvchsa

Friends of Scottish Settlers (FOSS)
Scottish Charity No SC050254
Some of you may remember that a few years ago, Falkirk Trinity organised a couple of welcome evening events for
families who had arrived in Falkirk from Syria. Since then, Bill Mitchell has been involved with the group developing
their work with the families. Recently, the group became a registered Scottish Charity are now looking to further
develop their work with all refugee families who come to live in Falkirk. FOSS Funding Trustees come from
Scotland, England, Chile, Zambia and South Africa so they are quite a mixed bunch of people!
To date, FOSS has assisted various families in a number of ways including:
•
visiting families regularly to practice English conversation. Due to the recent lockdown and other Covid
restrictions, they have set up weekly Zoom meetings with the families to continue conversational English
practice and also to provide social interaction
•
assisting the families to understand Council, medical and other correspondence of an official nature.
•
introducing the families to local services and facilities such as parents and toddlers groups and leisure
opportunities in the area
•
assisting children with their homework and other aspects of school life in Falkirk
•
taking families on trips to areas outside Falkirk such as parks, beaches and tourist attractions in Edinburgh and
Stirling
•
Going with them on walks within the Falkirk area – Callendar Park, The Canal, The Helix etc.
•
attending social occasions such as birthdays, picnics, Eid parties, BBQs and one wedding and an engagement
party.
All of these have taken place in line with the various Covid restrictions which have been in place this year.
Now that FOSS is a registered charity, they are hoping to further develop their work, in a variety of ways including:
•
emulating the work of sister charity Forth Valley Welcome, a refugee support charity who work closely with
Stirling and Clackmannanshire Councils
•
increasing the number of families they work with and getting to know more about what their real needs are
and see how best to address these
•
increasing the number of volunteers/befrienders who can work directly with the families
•
developing and increasing the work they do in conversational English with families as this appears, at present,
to be the main area they wish assistance with
•
where and when appropriate, assisting with job seeking skills
•
building up a fund of money which can be used to assist with necessary and essential resources, supplies and
transport costs in order that new families are not inhibited because of the cost of these items which we are
inclined to take for granted.
If anyone reading this would like to support our work whether by offering their services as a befriender, making a
financial gift towards our work or simply being kept updated with progress of our work, please contact Bill Mitchell
(tel 629105).
Falkirk Trinity Church of Scotland
Tel: 01324 611017 Email: office@falkirktrinity.org.uk

Some prayer suggestions and reflections by Laura for January…
1st

Today many will begin Dry January as part of New Year resolutions to get healthy. Pray for those
who struggle with their sobriety at this time of year.

2nd

Many people will try Veganuary as part of their New Year resolutions to get healthy. Pray for animals
who are suffering exploitation and cruelty at the hands of humans.

3rd

Today is Festival of Sleep Day. Pray for those who have difficulty sleeping due to stress, worry,
anxiety or depression.

4th

The United Nation Climate Change Conference will take place in Glasgow in November this year. Pray
that countries throughout the world begin to take meaningful action against Climate Change this
year.

5th

The Festival of Winter Walks finishes today. Pray for those who want to get out walking but can’t
due to ill health or disability.

6th

The Big School Birdwatch begins today. Pray for birds throughout the world affected by climate
change and those acting to protect them.

7th

January is Good Care Month. Pray for residents of care homes, the elderly and those of all ages who
have additional needs and those who care for them.

8th

Pray for families who have fled war and persecution and who are now living in overcrowded refugee
camps.

9th

Consider the clothing in your wardrobe. Have these clothes been made with fair pay and good
working conditions? Pray for the lives and hands that have made and touched them.

10th Take time to engage with global news stories today. Pray in response to the story that most moves
you with compassion.
11th

Today begins Houseplant Week. Pray for plant life, and the animals who depend on them, affected
by climate change.

12th

Pray for teachers throughout the country, being flexible and resourceful trying their best to support
and educate our young people during the Covid 19 pandemic.

13th

Almost all people seeking asylum in the UK are not allowed to work, leaving them to survive on just
£5.39 a day. Pray for the asylum seekers in our country and those campaigning to change the law.

14th Today is STIQ Day. More and more people in the UK are catching STIs and each year the infection
rate is rising. Pray that those with influence can encourage people to use protection and take better
care of their sexual health.
15th

January is Walk Your Dog Month. Pray for dogs who have been abandoned and in shelters. May they
find loving forever homes.

16th Pray for God to comfort those around the world who are grieving the loss of loved ones due to Covid
19, and for those who may be feeling isolated or lonely by being in a lockdown.
17th

Current UK law allows adult refugees rebuilding their lives in the country to sponsor their immediate
family members to join them. Child refugees, however, are completely deprived this right. Pray for
these children and those campaigning to change the law.

18th Today is known as Blue Monday due to a combination of post-Christmas blues, cold dark nights and
the arrival of unpaid credit card bills. Pray for those who feel overwhelmed by their debt.
19th This is Cervical Cancer Prevention Week. Pray that more women are aware of the symptoms and
attend their smear test when invited to go.
20th This is Big Energy Saving Month. Pray that people throughout the country are lifted out of fuel
poverty.
21st

Today is National Hug Day. Hugs reduce stress. Pray for those who due to the Covid 19 pandemic are
really missing giving and receiving hugs.

22nd Pray for the young people in our communities who are at risk of sexual exploitation and the adults
who are trying to best support them.
Falkirk Trinity Church of Scotland
Tel: 01324 611017 Email: office@falkirktrinity.org.uk

23rd Today is National Reading Day. Pray that young children everywhere discover the joy and benefits of
reading.

24th This has been the Week of Christian Unity. Pray that churches within our community find meaningful
and ongoing ways of working productively with each other.
25th Pray for the hidden victims of human trafficking and modern-day slavery and that our government,
local authorities, companies, charities and individuals to do what they can to address the problem.
26th Pray about steps you could take to live more sustainably and reduce your own carbon footprint.
27th Today is Holocaust Memorial Day. Pray for people around the world who are being oppressed and
persecuted due to their ethnicity or religious beliefs.
28th Pray that Winter Night Shelters in our cities are able to get all of their guests into suitable
accommodation and linked up to any support services they require.
29th Pray for children who are disengaged with school, their families and teachers and mentors who
support them.

30th Today is National Draw a Dinosaur Day. Pray for wildlife around the world under threat of extinction
and the agencies working to protect them.
31st

Today is World Leprosy Day. Pray that all people living with leprosy throughout the world get the
drugs they need to cure their illness.

“May God’s blessing surround you each day as you trust him and walk in his way.”
The Big Church Read
Early next year, the second National Big Church Read will take place. This idea is not
dissimilar to what we’ve done at Trinity in the past. Those interested get a copy of the
book to read over a few weeks and a reading plan. There is a short, five minute video to
watch online and some questions are provided to think about for each part of the book. These can be for
individual use or can be discussed with friends or in a church group. Check it out and discover the book to be
read at www.thebigchurchread.co.uk or contact Moira Simpson for more information by phone on 623735 or
email moirasimpson@blueyonder.co.uk.
Kazunzu calendars
Thanks to all who bought 2021 calendars and supported this project. We raised a
total of £1270 which will go towards the building costs at Kazunzu!

Church Book Group
Our book group continues to meet by Zoom and the next book for review is 'Censoring Queen
Victoria' by Yvonne Ward for discussion on Thursday 14th January at 7.30pm.
If you would like to join in or get more information, please send an email to Shona at
sp011j4628@blueyonder.co.uk Our book group quiz was a great success and lots of fun and
raising money too. Thanks to Isabel for putting us in to our Zoom breakout groups. To date we have raised
£185 and there is still some money to come in so we will be dividing it and sharing between the 3 charities.
Thanks for your support.
Classic Music Live! Falkirk has exciting news for you! The club has commissioned Falkirk-born
composer, Euan Stevenson, to write a 30 minute piece for piano trio inspired by the lovely walks
around Falkirk. The nine movements cover the history and hidden paths of Falkirk.
It is hoped to have the first performance at the end of April 2021 in Falkirk Trinity Church.

For more information about the work visit https://youtu.be/uKS1cKks0yo
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