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WELCOME TO OUR NEWSLETTER 
 

Keep up to date with what’s happening in Falkirk Trinity during these covid times by visiting our website at 
www.falkirktrinity.org.uk or our social media pages on Facebook and Instagram. 

 

Update from our Minister Robert on Church as we go forward… 

At a time of turmoil why plan for the future? Simply because it gives us hope as we look forward in faith to 
a time when we can gather again in worship and in service to our community, and I believe it helps to focus 
our minds and hearts on the positive. People have often commented on a “new normal” following this 
pandemic. It has been a strange time for us all and a tough time for many; for some it has been work as 
usual and we are grateful for those who have provided essential services; it has also been a time for 
reflection, taking a look at our lives and what is important to us; it has also drawn a halt to much of what 
we traditionally saw as Church life, at least in the way we knew it, but Church continues and it has started in 
some places to adapt, taking on new forms and new ways. Some say that Church will not be the same again 
and now is our opportunity to lay the path of renewal for ourselves and for future generations. We have 
talked about it often, now is the time for action. Change was needed before the pandemic, even more so 
now. How do we follow Jesus in these new times? Now is a time for creativity, remembering that change 
and transformation have always been the normal for God’s people. 

Our vision: “Trinity Transforming Lives” - transforming starts with ourselves…                                                    
We go forward in faith and simply join Jesus in travelling the road ahead. We know the statistics of decline 
in the Church of Scotland and so we seek renewal of the Church for ourselves and for future generations. 
We want to see our Church full, used, and accessible throughout the week, offering support to those in 
need and bringing more people to faith as we offer a warm and inclusive welcome and a positive image of 
Church to all. We build on the strong union of three Churches with many committed members, willing to try 
new things. In common with many Churches, we need to renew our efforts to encourage younger people in 
the life of the Church. 

Kirk Session meets five times per year, setting general policy, actively and creatively steering the path of 
renewal, and seeking to deliver our vision of “Trinity Transforming Lives”. 22 of our 51 Elders have chosen 
to retire at this time whilst still contributing to the life and witness of our Church and we hope to encourage 
some younger members to assist the Kirk Session in its work and decisions. We are immensely grateful to 
the retiring 22 for all they have contributed to the life of the Kirk Session over many years and hope we can 
recognise their service at a later date. The Kirk Session will oversee a series of “initiatives” with a few 
serving Elders recruiting people as required for each initiative, some of which will be short term and some 
long term, and open the door to new initiatives as they arise. We will continue to employ a Business and 
Development Manager who will assist and sometimes lead in areas of events, Family Life Centre, finance 
and buildings. 

Events: The Church building is ideally situated to be a focus for the town centre and a base for our outreach 
to the wider community but it also requires a great deal of maintenance so we also need to develop its use 
to raise income. Holding events and making full use of the building increases not only our income but also 
our footfall and the possibility of reaching more people with our Christian message. We need to work in 
partnership with town centre groups to be involved in attracting people to Falkirk.  

Family Life Centre: The FLC has grown with a number of activities/groups under this umbrella: Falkirk Street 
Pastors/Alcoholic Anonymous/Gamblers Anonymous/ Cocaine Anonymous/Bipolar Support Group/     
Music Shed/Falkirk Foodbank/Refugee Support/Tots and Toddlers Group/ Signposting/ Wanderers/ 
Pastoral Visitors/Play Therapy/Season for Growth Bereavement support/Men’s Shed/Labelled with Love/
Drop-in Café. 

Discipleship: We continue to encourage people in discipleship and explore ways of developing their 
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spiritual life by offering a variety of resources, including talks, topical discussions, prayer opportunities, 
books, etc. We also want to explore partnership with Sanctuary First. 

Finance: We must live within our means and see what we can we realistically afford. We must also embrace 
modern financial systems.  

Wider World: We must also maintain a world focus, supporting The Vine Trust, Christian Aid, and doing 
what we can to combat Climate Change. 

Youth Forum: This forum would be an informal gathering from time to time of some of our youth leaders 
and young people and their families. 

Buildings: Buildings Manager and Assistant to oversee Church and Manse maintenance and improvements, 
recruiting help from a pool of willing volunteers for tasks, and maintain health and safety requirements. 

Worship: This has been one area that has changed considerably as a result of online worship through 2020. 
We want to give thanks for what we enjoyed as worship in the past but be ready to build on new aspects of 
worship that have emerged. Going forward, worship will follow a new blended style, mixing traditional and 
modern, involving multi-media and other musicians/singers. This will develop through informal groups and 
individuals working together with the minister. Sunday morning worship at 10.30am, lasting approx. 45-50 
minutes. Although we have looked at changing times before, it is reality that many people have valued 
Sundays and indeed weekends to live a different lifestyle in recent months whilst still tuning into worship at 
a time that suits them. This slightly earlier time may allow people of all ages to attend worship and return 
home to pursue other pursuits within a reasonable time scale. At some point we hope to introduce 
Midweek Worship on a Wednesday morning at 11.30am, lasting between 20-30 mins, preceded by an 
informal drop-in from 10am. Choir will continue rehearsals and contribute to worship. Short online worship 
will continue to be recorded in addition to Sunday live-stream. Tea/coffee in hall afterwards will use 
wrapped biscuits and disposable cups and encourage more people to take a turn at serving. Flowers/rota 
will continue as long as we have sufficient volunteers. 

At some point in the future perhaps we can also aim to plant a new expression of Church. When the time is 
right, we are considering the purchase of new comfortable, quality, stackable seating for the sanctuary to 
be used for worship and various events which will also allow adaptability of the sanctuary space.  

Central Falkirk Churches: All of our initiatives should be seen in light of the bigger picture of the national 
Church of which we are part. Falkirk Presbytery will no longer exist within the next 12-18 months. Falkirk 
Trinity will find itself part of a much larger Presbytery which will take an overview of all areas and permit 
Churches and ministry to continue where they think appropriate, bearing in mind that they will have much 
less ministers than first imagined, probably somewhere between 400-600 for the whole of Scotland in the 
next 5 years. There is no guaranteed future for the Church of Scotland, locally or nationally, but in order to 
give the opportunity to flourish again it needs to reform, adapt, and explore a path of renewal. 

We will appoint Elders to meet with our neighbouring Churches to plan how we can connect and support 
one another as we offer “Church” to the people in central Falkirk which covers the town centre, stretching 
out to Bainsford and Camelon. We will form part of a hub and union in the future, with a ministry team 
working together, as the whole Church of Scotland seeks to live within its means and to reform with a view 
to give the opportunity for growth once again.  

General comments: This forward plan, agreed by the Kirk Session, is an attempt to give some shape to the 
future life of Falkirk Trinity. We must grasp a vision for the future of our Church. Covid-19 has had a 
momentous impact on our world but also on our Church. We will still be curtailed in many areas until 
restrictions are lifted, but we aim to be up and running and ready to be Church in a new way when we can. 

As your minister I have also been reflecting on what ministry now means for me, both short-term and long-
term. Whilst I will always take an interest in everything we seek to do as a Church, my focus will be on 
worship and helping manage these new initiatives alongside volunteers. Elders and all members will play a 
vital role in leading the Church forward, supporting one another, embracing the vision, and working 
positively together to lay the path of renewal for our Church. 

If you would like to speak with me about any matter or simply have a chat then please phone 01324 625124 
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Finance and Offerings 

THANK YOU to all who have sent cheques and handed in FWO envelopes, this is greatly appreciated. We 
are awaiting news from central Church about how income shortfalls are going to be managed.  

General information 
Our office remains closed and Gillian is furloughed to 
approximately one day per week. Phone calls/e-mails 
will be monitored occasionally: 01324-611017 
office@falkirktrinity.org.uk   

Youth Station & S-Kidz 

Youth Station  continue to meet through their WhatsApp group. For more information please contact 

Helen Smith on 07757 041449. S-Kidz materials will continue to be delivered to families until it is safe 

to return to our normal Sunday morning activities in Church. 

                              Prayer 
Contact Moira Simpson on email 
moirasimpson@blueyonder.co.uk if you have 
specific items for prayer and this can be sent 
confidentially to our team of prayers. 

Church Book Group  
Our book group continues to meet by Zoom and the next book for review is Shuggie Bain' by 
Douglas Stuart for discussion on Thursday 25th February at 7.30pm. If you would like to join in or 
get more information, please send an email to Shona at sassy.sp81@gmail.com  

Worship 

Sunday morning worship at Church remains suspended in line with Government guidelines and this 

will continue until at least mid-February. We will keep you informed by e-mail and announcements in 

the Falkirk Herald when worship is able to resume safely. 

Online worship can be found every week on our website at www.falkirktrinity.org.uk – links on our 

homepage will take you to the latest worship - click on “worship” then click on “watch live” and there 

you will find weekly worship plus you can view previous services and reflections.  

Telephone worship - if you do not have access to the internet then you can listen to a short time of 

worship via telephone – dial 01324 463882 – this should be available from Sunday each week – this is a 

local phone number so local rates should apply – 20 pence per minute – less if you have a calling 

plan – costs from mobiles may vary so please check your own provider. 

Daily reading, reflection and prayer are available online at Sanctuary First website 

www.sanctuaryfirst.org.uk  or you may wish to try https://pray-as-you-go.org  

Members who have died 

Sadly we intimate that during January, Ronnie Mayes and George Meikle passed away.           

Our thoughts and prayers are with their families. 

The Big Church Read - 'Singing in Babylon' written by Jeff Lucas 

The second National Big Church Read starts on the 17th of February and will run for 6 
weeks. This year's book is 'Singing in Babylon' written by Jeff Lucas. This idea is not 
dissimilar to what we’ve done at Trinity in the past. Each week you will receive access 
to an exclusive video, reading plan and discussion questions. These can be for 

individual use or can be discussed with friends or in a church group.  Visit www.thebigchurchread.co.uk or 
contact Moira Simpson for more information by phone on 623735 or email 
moirasimpson@blueyonder.co.uk. 

or e-mail RAllan@churchofscotland.org.uk  

Follow me on Facebook or @RevRabRants on Twitter or my blog on my website: 
www.reformthechurchofscotland.org 

http://www.falkirktrinity.org.uk
http://www.sanctuaryfirst.org.uk
https://pray-as-you-go.org
http://www.thebigchurchread.co.uk
mailto:RAllan@churchofscotland.org.uk
http://www.reformthechurchofscotland.org
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Labelled with Love 

 

Thanks again to everyone who provided a meal for a family on Christmas Day and for cash 

donations.  20 bags were handed over to Hallglen Community Pantry for distribution, feeding 91 

people.  Two meals were also provided via Hallglen Primary School. Thanks to your generosity, we 

were also able to provide the Pantry with ten steak pies for New Year. 

Referrals are still being responded to for new school uniforms and warm second-hand clothing to 

children in the local area and Heidi continues to build contacts with key workers in the community. 

If you would like to make a donation then please use this safe link to do so: https://

falkirktrinity.churchsuite.co.uk/donate/fund/1tjvchsa  

Dates for your Diary 

• Kirk Session meets at 7pm by zoom on Tuesday 2nd February. 

• Free To Be: watch anytime from 9.00am 15 February until midnight 21 February                 

If you’re a Christian woman, this Care for the Family event is for you! What does freedom 

truly look like? We try and maintain the momentum, but life keeps adding challenge after 

challenge! With home and family pressures, workplace trials, health and relationships – it’s difficult to 

know what’s worth keeping up and what we should let go of. But as Christian women, our identity lies not 

in the season of our lives, nor in our roles and responsibilities – but in Christ. Join Cathy Madavan, Bekah 

Legg and Sue Rinaldi, as they equip you with practical ideas, and challenge you to become bolder, braver 

and more confident about the future God has created for you. Find out more at 

www.careforthefamily.org.uk  

• The Wisdom House – watch anytime from 9.00am 22 February until midnight 28 

February. Care for the Family presents Rob Parsons’ The Wisdom House. Life is hard 

enough without having to learn lessons the hard way. You’ll hear stories that will touch 

your heart and moments to laugh together – any minute of this evening could change 

your life forever and you’ll come away with the courage to pursue your dreams, the confidence to be who 

you were made to be, tips on how to deal with difficult people, the secret to genuine friendships and ideas 

on how to discover and play to your personal strengths. Find out more at www.careforthefamily.org.uk 

• Primary Parenting – watch anytime from 9.00am 1 March until midnight 7 March. 

No matter what kind of parent you are, parenthood brings with it so much joy, but it can 

also feel like you’re pulled in every direction. You navigate through colic, toddler 

tantrums, growth spurts, peer impact, pre-teen tantrums and … you get the idea. No doubt you’ll be trying 

to work through something right now! Find out more at www.careforthefamily.org.uk 

https://falkirktrinity.churchsuite.co.uk/donate/fund/1tjvchsa
https://falkirktrinity.churchsuite.co.uk/donate/fund/1tjvchsa
https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/
https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/
https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/
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Some prayer suggestions and reflections for February from Moira Simpson… 

 1st A new month; a new day. Try to live in the present and enjoy today, rather than dwell in the past 
or worry about the future. 
 

 2nd Pray for Robert and the Kirk Session as they meet this evening to look at the way forward and 
attend to church business. 
 

 3rd Pray for parents and carers who are struggling to manage the demands of home schooling. 
 

 4th Today is World Cancer Day. Pray for cancer patients, naming anyone known to you personally. 
 

 5th The NHS is still under enormous pressure. Pray for your own GP practice, for the doctors, nurses 
and staff who work there. 
 

 6th Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 
heart be troubled and do not be afraid.  John 14:27 
 

 7th God already knows what troubles you. Talk it over with Him anyway. 
 

 8th Why not contact a neighbour or a friend today for a chat? Give thanks for the part they play in your 
life. 
 

 9th The vaccine roll-out continues. Give thanks today for the protection it affords and the hope it 
offers. 
 

 10th Take time to appreciate your food today. Remember those who don’t have enough to eat. 
 

 11th Falkirk town centre is already full of empty shop units. Pray for our town centre and for businesses 
struggling to survive in the current climate. 
 

 12th Today is Chinese New Year. Give thanks for new beginnings. 
 

 13th Will you manage out for a walk today? Remember those who cannot enjoy this simple pleasure. 
 

14th Valentine’s Day.  Cards? Flowers? Lovely, but above all know that God loves you with an 
unconditional, never ending love. That’s worth celebrating. 
 

 15th The Lord’s my Shepherd. I’ll not want…… 
 

 16th Today is Shrove Tuesday - traditionally the last day of feasting before lent begins. Enjoy some 
pancakes if you have them and think about ‘preparing' for Easter. 
 

 17th Today is Random Acts of Kindness Day. Could you take part? 
 

 18th Pray for those anxious about future employment or financial difficulties. 
 

 19th Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven…  How will you praise God today? 
 

 20th Many people feel overwhelmed emotionally just now. Pray for everyone affected by mental health 
problems. 
 

 21st Give thanks for church services online and pray for those who are not connected and feel cut off 
from their church. 
 

 22nd Robert is school chaplain at Hallglen Primary and Comely Park Primary. Pray for the pupils and staff 
and that Robert will be made welcome in both schools. 
 

 23rd Many people suffer from insomnia – pray for those who have disturbed sleep. 
 

 24th Pray for carers who have felt extra burdens of responsibility and lack of support during the 
pandemic. 
 

 25th The Lord bless you and keep you;     
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you. Numbers 6:24  

 

 26th Say a prayer today for the young folk in S-Kidz and our Youth Station. 
 

 27th Pray for everyone suffering from Covid 19 - people at home, in hospital and in intensive care. 
 

 28th Spring is just around the corner.  Look forward in faith….. 

“May God’s blessing surround you each day as you trust him and walk in his way.” 
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Classic Music Live! Falkirk has exciting news for you!  The club has commissioned Falkirk-born 
composer, Euan Stevenson, to write a 30 minute piece for piano trio inspired by the lovely walks 
around Falkirk. The nine movements cover the history and hidden paths of Falkirk. 

It is hoped to have the first performance at the end of April 2021 in Falkirk Trinity Church. 

For more information about the work visit https://youtu.be/uKS1cKks0yo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Aid Scotland Supporter Gathering - 16 February 2021, 10am – 12pm  

We might not be able to gather in person quite yet, but we’ve discovered how much we can do online! Join us 
in February to hear about some of our amazing partner work at the virtual Gathering.  We’re delighted to 
welcome staff from Christian Aid Ethiopia. Netsanet Feleke and Solomon Woldetsadik will speak to us about the 
impact of climate change, locusts, and conflict on vulnerable communities.   
 We’re also excited to find out about new ways of celebrating Christian Aid Week. We’ll hear from supporters 
who tried new ways of fundraising in 2020. We’ll look forward to COP and think about how we can all be 
involved in the fight against climate change. And you’ll meet some of the new faces on the Christian Aid 
Scotland team.     

This will be an interactive session with lots of opportunities to ask questions of our staff and other supporters.  

Please do save the date and invite others to join us. Email to register and receive the joining 
instructions: edinburgh@christian-aid.org  

https://youtu.be/uKS1cKks0yo
mailto:edinburgh@christian-aid.org

