Falkirk Trinity Church News
June 2022
WELCOME TO OUR NEWSLETTER
Keep up to date with what’s happening in Falkirk Trinity by visiting our website at
www.falkirktrinity.org.uk or our social media pages on Facebook and Instagram.
Minister's Message

I am delighted that we have appointed Nina Hodgson as our new Musical Director. Nina brings
great talent and enthusiasm to lead our praise and work alongside our choir and praise group.
Congratulations Nina and we offer our prayerful support to you in the years that lie ahead!
I am also delighted to say that we are having a snack lunch in the main hall after worship on
Sunday 19th June to say “thank you” to Bob Tait for his magnificent service as organist and
choirmaster for well over 50 years – Covid restrictions meant that we were unable to say thanks
to Bob quite as we would have liked, so this is a belated event to which all are invited. To help us
with catering, you’ll need a (free) ticket which will be available after Church from Sunday.
It has been great to see worship numbers continue to grow over recent weeks and I look forward
to “rebuilding” the life of our Church with you as the weeks and months unfold.
Falkirk Presbytery has now ceased to exist and we are now part of Forth Valley and Clydesdale
Presbytery, covering Falkirk, Hamilton and Lanark. New Presbytery Planning is underway and we
should know the proposed shape of the Church in Falkirk by the end of 2022. More change is on
its way, in the meantime we continue our worship, work and witness as a family of God’s people
in this area!
Please contact me if you would like to speak with me about any matter or simply have a chat:
phone 01324 625124 or e-mail RAllan@churchofscotland.org.uk Follow me on Facebook or
@RevRabRants on Twitter or check out my website: www.reformthechurchofscotland.org

Meet Nina Hodgson - our new Musical Director!

Hi, I am Nina, your new Musical Director and I thought that I’d take this opportunity
to introduce myself. You may have thought that I look familiar - that’s down to my
mum, Pat Ruusunen, who has been a member of Trinity for many years.
Musical Director seems like a grand title, but I see it as supporting anyone who
wishes to take part in the music during worship - the choir, praise group and
indeed any or all of the congregation who would like to be involved.
I have played the piano since I was 8 and studied Music at school alongside Alasdair Tait so have
had the pleasure of knowing the Tait family from an early age. After school, I went to Napier and
completed a diploma in music and a performance diploma on piano before moving onto Queen
Margaret where I studied Hospitality and Tourism Management.

I currently live in Brightons with my husband, 2 sons (aged 15 & 12) and our dog. Since I had my 2nd
son, I’ve been teaching piano and taking lessons myself whilst also having the occasional organ
lesson from Bob (although that is very much a work in progress!).
This is a whole new world for me, but one which I am both really excited and nervous about. If you
have any suggestions or ideas, please do let me know and if you play any instruments; have a
desire to sing; contribute to worship in any way then please feel free to drop me a line nina.hodgson@gmail.com or grab me in church for a blether.

General information

To contact the Office, email
office@falkirktrinity.org.uk or
phone 01324-611017. Items for
the June church news should
be sent to Gillian by Tuesday
21st June.

Book Group

Book group will meet in the
Lounge on Thursday 2nd June
at 7.30pm for discussion, tea
and biscuits! The book for
review is ‘Nightingale’ by
Kristin Hannah.

Café in the Kirk

We are open on Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays (closed
3rd June) serving tea, coffee
and scones from 10am and
lunches from noon-2pm.
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Worship

Sunday morning worship at Church at 10.30am: S-Kidz and Youth Station meet in the halls
following the first part of our service. Our Sunday morning services are live-streamed every
Sunday at 10.30am. If you have transport difficulties and require a lift to Church, please phone the
office and leave your details and we will try to arrange this.
Sunday 5th June: Theme – Pentecost/Communion
Sunday 12th June: Theme – Fruit of the Spirit
Sunday 19th June: Theme – Spiritual life
Sunday 26th June: Theme – Prayer
Sunday 26th June will be the first of our “summer format” services – services will be mainly all-age
format, approximately 45 mins in length – and will continue to 14th August, then our “normal
format” again from 21st August.
Wednesday Worship at 11.30am: Join us for our midweek 20-25 minute service every Wednesday
until 22nd June – then a summer break – resuming on Wednesday 3rd August. Visit our café for tea/
coffee/scones beforehand from 10am and a soup/sandwich lunch from noon until 2pm.
Online worship will continue in a shorter format (since we now have live-stream) and can be
found every week on Falkirk Trinity website: www.falkirktrinity.org.uk Links on our homepage will
take you to the latest worship.
Daily reading, reflection and prayer are available online at Sanctuary First website
www.sanctuaryfirst.org.uk or you may wish to try https://pray-as-you-go.org

Oberammergau 2022

A group from Trinity and other local churches are travelling to see the Passion Play from the 15th to
the 22nd of July. We are travelling with McCabe Pilgrimages, an established travel agency
specialising in pilgrimages. This is a two centre holiday which includes five nights in Austria,
staying in the village of Maria Alm, and two nights in Oberammergau. Flights are from Edinburgh.
Due to some cancellations, there are still some spaces available so if it is of interest to anyone,
please get in touch with Shona Penman -email sp011j4628@blueyonder.co.uk

Labelled With Love

LWL would love you to come and celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee with an
Afternoon Tea in the Main Hall on the 4th of June at 2pm. Wear a crown, tiara
or hat and come and join the fun! Tickets are £10 and available from Heidi on
07715462206, or any member of the team.
We are helping to support a Knit n Natter group being set up in Ettrick
Dochart Community Centre in Hallglen and would appreciate any knitting
patterns, wool , crochet hooks or knitting pins you are able to donate . A box will be left in the
vestibule for donations.

Café in the Kirk

Our Café is taking a summer holiday from
the 29th of June until the 29th of July.
We look forward to welcoming you back
on Wednesday 3rd August!

Falkirk Foodbank

Our monthly collection for Falkirk Foodbank is
on Sunday 5th June. Items needed most are
tins of beans, soup and spaghetti, tins of
vegetables, meat and fish, cartons of U.H.T.
milk and long life fruit juice.
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Members who have .died

Sadly, since our last Church News, Una Dalgleish and Margaret Strang have
passed away. Our thoughts and prayers are with their families.

Stamp Appeal 2022 - get involved in the world mission work of the church!
The National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon (NESSL) is a partner
church of the Church of Scotland and has churches in both Lebanon and
Syria. In Lebanon, and in response to the financial collapse in the country,
the pastors in Syria and Lebanon initiated, in 2021, a scheme where they
gave half of their salary to establish a relief programme as an expression of support to the
neediest families around their congregations.
This year, the Stamp Project proceeds aim to raise enough funds to support a pastor for a full
year's salary.
Many thanks for the stamps already received.
PLEASE take a leaflet from beside the ‘Post Box’ and help by trimming your stamps as requested –
it only takes a few seconds and will save Norah hours!
Thank you!

Kirk Session

Kirk Session meets again on Tuesday 7th June at 7.30pm in the main hall.
The 2021 Accounts have now been approved by the Kirk Session and will be available in due
course on our website if you wish to view them. Our Stated Annual Meeting of the congregation
will take place immediately after worship on Sunday 26th June.

Wider World Group

One of our Kirk Session groups, the Wider World Group, is looking at how we can play our part in
what is going on in the wider world. There are so many problems in our world that they often
feeling overwhelming. We can only start by looking at what we can do in our small corner of the
globe and through prayer, raising awareness and providing practical help, we can make a
difference. It may not seem much, but every little helps. So rather than just choose one or two
areas to support each year, we would like to try something new and plan a timetable which will
change every month. So far we are proposing to support the following this year:
June: Ukraine Appeal
July: Vine Trust
August: Vine Trust
September: Refugees in Falkirk
October: Mary’s Meals

November: Water Aid
December: Strathcarron Hospice
Are you are interested in any of the above charities or issues? Or maybe you are a supporter of a
particular charity or organisation dedicated to dealing with a topic that affects the world outside
the church - would you like to share this with the congregation at Trinity? If so, please get in touch
with any of the members of the group - Robert Allan, Joyce Gallagher, Helen Smith, Sarah Patrick
and Jean MacSween and we can look at adding this to the calendar.
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War in Ukraine
Please continue to pray for peace and justice for the people of Ukraine and
for an end to Russian hostilities. The war no longer has such a high profile in
the media but despite this there is still a desperate need for aid and for
support.
You can still make a financial donation through various charities or through the Disasters
Emergency Committee https://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal.
Or you can support charities like Sunflower Scotland www.facebook.com/SunflowerScotland by
making a donation through https://gofund.me/7bcf6dda They are now collecting mobility aids –
crutches, zimmer frames, walking stick, splints, orthopaedic shoes etc. First aid kits and dried
foods are also useful. The nearest collection point for Sunflower Scotland is The Refillery, 119 St
John’s Road, Corstorphine, Edinburgh EH12 7SB. If you are unable to deliver donations, please
contact Jean MacSween and she will arrange to uplift them. The aid which we collected at Trinity
arrived in Dnipro on 4th May and was greatly appreciated.
We have also agreed in Falkirk Trinity that we will do some fundraising for Sunflower Scotland. So
anyone out there with some brilliant ideas for fundraising activities and events or willing to help,
please get in touch!
You can also donate to the Scot Baby Box Appeal. As well as sending filled baby boxes with
toiletries, nappies, baby clothes (hand knitted cardigans are always in demand, this group has
now launched a backpack campaign. The aim is to provide the gift of a backpack containing
essential items and toys. Underwear and hygiene items must be new but preloved items in good
condition are also acceptable. You can choose from three age groups - 3 to 7, 8 to 12 or teenagers.
The essential items are toothpaste and toothbrush, soap, sweets, underwear and socks and then
you can choose from the list of acceptable toys and gifts. Donations can be handed in to the unit
in Kinnaird near Sainsbury’s (two doors down from Cello’s)
UNICEF: Supporting families and children in Ukraine and have been working there for 8 years.
www.unicef.org.uk/unicef/ukraine
Blythswood Care: Supporting partners in Hungary, Moldova and Romania, many of whom are
already caring for refugees www.blythswood.org

Snowdrop Café

A small group are looking to set up a Snowdrop Café in the church hall fortnightly on a Monday
afternoon between 1pm and 3pm.
A variety of help is needed to run the Snowdrop Café - people willing to be listeners, give a
friendly welcome, serve tea, coffee and biscuits, set up and clear away and potentially providing
transport.
The Snowdrop Café is a concept started in Denny by Strathcarron Hospice, who will partner with
us in this initiative. Cafés now also run in Polmont, Tillicoultry and Alloa, with others in the
planning.
The aim is to bring people of all age groups together in an inclusive and friendly environment
where all will be respected and accepted. Along with Strathcarron, third sector partners would
include Alzheimers Scotland, Homestart, CVS, Carers Centre, GPs, Social Work etc.
The objective is simply to provide a space to make friendships, enjoy each other’s company, help
with isolation and form a sense of belonging. Ideas for occasional activities would come from the
group.
If you are interested in helping or want to know more about what is involved, speak to Isabel
Sarle or phone 07808070208.

Falkirk Personality of the Year 2022

Elizabeth Donald has been presented with this award by Falkirk Arts Network! The
presentation was made here by the Chair, Bill McDonald, who spoke highly of
Elizabeth and the contributions she has made to amateur theatre in Falkirk
Operatic Society, of which she has been a member for 40 years. The award is also
in recognition of her involvement with NODA. Well done, Elizabeth!
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Safehaven Evening Natter Chatter Café
Friday 3rd June from 7.30pm - 11pm in Falkirk Trinity

Afraid of the weekend? Need a chat or natter? How about getting out of the house for
an hour or two? Need a safe place to relax? Safebase Volunteers will be on hand to
listen and support you informally, confidentially and in a safe space. And did we
mention there will be cakes & biscuits?
Visit www.safebasescotland.org for more information.

James Grant
Friday 10 June in Falkirk Trinity
th

James Grant is one of the most renowned and respected performers
Scotland has ever produced. Drawing from a broad palette of pop,
folk, soul, country and blues influences, and interweaving his solo
compositions with Love and Money favourites, James twins darkly
literate, melodically lush songcraft with his richly potent vocals and
virtuoso guitar work, leavening his performances with dashes of
wickedly acerbic humour.
Classics from the eighties through the noughties will be performed with wit, style and dexterity.
It’s music to fill the heart and stir the soul.
James has shared the stage and worked with such luminaries as Donald Fagen (Steely Dan), BB
King, Pete Seeger, Nanci Griffiths, U2, Jeff Pocaro (Toto), Tim Schmidt (The Eagles), Tom Verlaine.
He has released 6 solo albums and continues to record and perform.
Tickets are available now from www.scotlandontour.com/product/james-grant, priced £18.

Film Evening
Wednesday 15th June at 7pm

We’re having a film evening in the Sanctuary to show ‘Thank You for the Rain’.
This award-winning feature length documentary tells the story of Kisilu, a
small holder farmer in Kenya who has used his camera to capture the life of
his family, and the human cost of climate change. When a violent storm
throws him and a Norwegian filmmaker together, we see him transform from
a father to a community leader and activist on the global stage.
We look forward to seeing you then to watch this moving and thought
provoking film.

Brownbear
Friday 17 June in Falkirk Trinity
th

Hailing from Ayrshire, in just a few years Brownbear have taken themselves
from a band tipped to do big things to selling out headline shows, sharing
the stage with the likes of The Libertines, The View, Reverend & The Makers
and Michael Kiwanuka.
With their debut album 'What is Home?' and a string of sold out headline
shows already under their belt, Brownbear are getting ready to hit the live
circuit again with brand new material. The first new offering since 2018,
‘Retro’, dropped in March 2020. The band's second album will be released
late 2022.
“With tight melodies, Brownbear are clean and polished guitar-pop that proves to be more than
appetising live” - NME
Tickets are available now from www.scotlandontour.com/product/brownbear-falkirk , priced £10.
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Some prayer suggestions and reflections for the month of June…
1st

Pray for the continuing outreach work of our Family Life Centre.

2nd

Give thanks for the life and faith and service of The Queen as we celebrate her Platinum
Jubilee.

3rd

Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

4th

Pray for peace and justice for the people of Ukraine.

5

Give thanks to God for the gifts of bread and wine at His Table.

th

6th

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

7th

Pray for Elders as they seek to lead the congregation forward.

8

Ask not what the Church can do for you, what can you do for the Church?

9th

Give thanks for those who walk our faith with us.

10th

Give thanks for the stories of the Bible that guide our living today.

11th

Pray for your friends.

12th

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, humility,
and self-control.

13th

Even if I go through the deepest darkness, I will not be afraid, Lord, for you are with me.

14th

There is always, always, always, something to be thankful for.

15th

Climate Change: keep praying for the world to wake up to this challenge.

16th

It is in giving that we receive.

17th

Jesus said: Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

18th

Pray for those for whom every day is a struggle to make ends meet.

19

How is your spiritual life?

th

th

20th In a world of fake news, look to Jesus who is The Truth.
21st

Pray for the Church of Scotland as it seeks to reform.

22

Give thanks for our times of Wednesday Worship.

nd

23rd In a confusing world, follow Jesus who is The Way.
24th Give thanks for teachers as they guide our children.
25th Summertime: a time to relax and re-charge the batteries?
26th Prayer is our conversation with God.
27th God listens to us. How do we listen to him?
28th In a world that offers so much, look to Jesus who is The Life.
29th Pray for all those caught in, and affected by, addiction.
30th Give thanks to God for the great outdoors!
Contact Moira Simpson on e-mail: moirasimpson@blueyonder.co.uk if you have specific items for
prayer and this can be sent confidentially to our team of prayers.
“May God’s blessing surround you each day as you trust him and walk in his way.”
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