Falkirk Trinity Church News
May 2022
WELCOME TO OUR NEWSLETTER
Keep up to date with what’s happening in Falkirk Trinity by visiting our website at
www.falkirktrinity.org.uk or our social media pages on Facebook and Instagram.
Minister's Message

It has been great to see more and more people returning to worship at Church in recent weeks
and I hope that will continue as folk feel able. Face coverings at worship are now a matter of
personal choice. If you cannot manage Church on a Sunday, why not try our shorter Wednesday
Worship at 11.30am? If you have transport difficulties and require a lift to Church, then please
phone the office and leave your details and we will try to arrange this.
The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland is on the 21st to the 27th of May - you may be able
to view this online through the Church of Scotland website.
Please contact me if you would like to speak with me about any matter or simply have a chat:
phone 01324 625124 or e-mail RAllan@churchofscotland.org.uk
Follow me on Facebook or @RevRabRants on Twitter or view my latest blog “Radical Report
Card” on my website: https://www.reformthechurchofscotland.org/post/radical-report-card
You can also view latest sermons there by clicking on “The Ten-Minute Word”.
I will be on holiday from the 9th to the 16th of May, both dates inclusive, and funeral cover during
that time will be provided by Rev Sarah Shaw, minister at Christ Church, who can be contacted
on telephone 01324-482438 or 07943-405156.

Discipleship

Our Discipleship group aims to provide various
ways to encourage us in our spiritual life thank you to all who took time to complete our
questionnaire.
Daily reading, reflection and prayer are available
online
at
Sanctuary
First
website
www.sanctuaryfirst.org.uk or you may wish to
try https://pray-as-you-go.org

Dates for your Diary

 Falkirk Festival Chorus Spring Concert on

Sunday 15th May at 3pm.

 Labelled with Love Afternoon Tea on

Saturday 4th June at 2pm.

Pastoral Care

Everyone who requested a Pastoral Contact
will now have one and hopefully contact has
already been made. If you returned a form
stating that you did not wish a Pastoral
Contact at this time, please be assured that you
can change your mind at any time – just
contact Gillian in the office and we can allocate
you to a Pastoral Contact. Also, if you are not a
member but attend regularly and would like a
Pastoral Contact to keep in touch with you,
then again please contact the office. We
encourage all our members to build their
friendships as we seek to care for one another the ministry of pastoral care belongs to all of
us.

Kirk Session

Kirk Session meets again on Tuesday 7th June at 7.30pm in the main hall. The 2021 Accounts have
now been approved by the Kirk Session and will be available in due course on our website if you
wish to view them. We will arrange a Stated Annual Meeting of the congregation in due course.

General information

Church Office: to contact
Gillian, please email
office@falkirktrinity.org.uk or
phone 01324-611017. Items for
the June church news should
be sent to Gillian by Tuesday
24th May.

Book Group

Book group will meet in the
Lounge on Thursday 2nd June
at 7.30pm for discussion, tea
and biscuits! The book for
review is ‘Nightingale’ by
Kristin Hannah. All are
welcome!

Café in the Kirk

We are open on Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays serving
tea, coffee and scones from
10am and lunches from
noon-2pm.
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Worship

Sunday morning worship at Church at 10.30am: S-Kidz and Youth Station meet in halls during
Sunday worship on the 1st, 8th, and 15th of May, then “normal service” will resume on the 22nd of
May onwards with our young people in Church for the first part of our service. Our Sunday
morning services are live-streamed every Sunday at 10.30am.
Sunday 1st May: Theme – Two Greatest Commandments
Sunday 8th May: Theme – A heart for the poor
Sunday 15th May: Theme – Christian Aid
Sunday 22nd May: Theme – Mission-shaped Church
Sunday 29th May: Theme – Echo of the Prophets
Wednesday Worship at 11.30am: Join us for our midweek 20-25 minute service at Church. Visit our
café for tea/coffee/scones beforehand from 10am and a soup/sandwich lunch from noon until
2pm.
Online worship will continue in a shorter format (since we now have live-stream) and can be found
every week on our website: www.falkirktrinity.org.uk Links on our homepage will take you to the
latest worship.

Thanksgiving Month

Monetary gifts received last October during our Thanksgiving Month raised approx. £6000 which
includes Gift Aid. The Kirk Session has decided to divide this money between two good causes.
Half will be retained to fund and promote new initiatives under our Family Life Centre which
seeks to outreach locally, and the other half will be used to assist relief efforts in Ukraine - we will
be sending £1000 immediately to the DEC which enables prominent charities with the
appropriate infrastructure to get help to where it is most needed - the remaining £2000 will be
directed to Ukraine in the coming months when further need is ascertained.
Thank you once again for your special gifts and I trust that, like me, you are happy to see these
funds directed in this way to help others in need.

Labelled With Love

LWL would love you to come and celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee with an
Afternoon Tea in the Main Hall on the 4th of June at 2pm. Wear a crown, tiara or
hat and come and join the fun! Tickets are £10 and available from Heidi on
07715462206, or any member of the team.
We are helping to support a Knit n Natter group being set up in Ettrick Dochart
Community Centre in Hallglen and would appreciate any knitting patterns, wool , crochet hooks
or knitting pins you are able to donate . A box will be left in the vestibule for donations.

Bereavement Awareness Course

Care for the Family are offering an online
Bereavement Care Awareness course
specifically targeted at churches which
comes highly recommended.
Check out this link for further information
and available dates in May and June.
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/
bereavement-care-awareness-40549

Falkirk Foodbank

Our monthly collection for Falkirk Foodbank is
on Sunday 1st May. Items needed most are tins
of beans, soup and spaghetti, tins of
vegetables, meat and fish, cartons of U.H.T.
milk and long life fruit juice.

For a chat about what to expect or to let
us know you are interested, please contact
Isabel Sarle on 07808 070 208.
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Members who have .died

Since our last edition of Church News, sadly we intimate that May Gladstone has
passed away. Our thoughts and prayers are with her family.
Postcard Scheme
Sending our regular postcards to our housebound continues and is much appreciated. However,
as everyone knows, postal charges have become astronomical. Easter Cards were delivered and to
those that assisted in this way, it saved us £44.20.
We have reached a situation where we are now very short of cards so if you can bring back a
postcard from your travels, it would really help. We are looking for pictures of towns, landmarks,
and beaches rather than pictures of animals and flowers (unless it is of a spectacular garden).
A further request - please put a stamp on the card. We all know how much we appreciate a card
or letter from a friend coming through our letterbox rather than junk mail.
This postcard scheme has operated for many years and I always remember Rev. Ron Maxton, who
was our pastoral assistant for some time saying to me "The Holy Spirit has been on our side again!”
He had been visiting and a member said about a card they just received from the church that it
was a picture of a place where they had visited regularly visitor in their youth.
Please speak to Christine Tait for more information.

Wider World Group

One of our Kirk Session groups, the Wider World Group, is looking at how we can play our part in
what is going on in the wider world. There are so many problems in our world that they often
feeling overwhelming. We can only start by looking at what we can do in our small corner of the
globe and through prayer, raising awareness and providing practical help, we can make a
difference. It may not seem much, but every little helps. So rather than just choose one or two
areas to support each year, we would like to try something new and plan a timetable which will
change every month. So far we are proposing to support the following this year:
May: Christian Aid month - mini coffee mornings
June: Mary’s Meals
July: Vine Trust
August: Vine Trust
September: Refugees in Falkirk
October: TBC
November: Water Aid
December: Strathcarron Hospice
This list is open to change as required. What we do each month will vary. It may be arranging a
time of prayer to focus on specific world events. It might be raising awareness by arranging
speakers or events. Perhaps an article in the church news to highlight an issue. Or taking a
practical approach by selling Traidcraft goods or donating to Mary’s Meals. We also hope to
involve our young people, with the Youth Station leading the way on the topics which interest
them.
Are you are interested in any of the above charities or issues? Or maybe you are a supporter of a
particular charity or organisation dedicated to dealing with a topic that affects the world outside
the church - would like to share this with the congregation at Trinity? If so, please get in touch
with Sarah Patrick (email shsp@talktalk.net), or any of the other members of the group,
Rev Robert Allan, Joyce Gallagher, Helen Smith and Jean MacSween and we can look at adding
this to the calendar.
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Coffee and a Chat for Christian Aid

In years gone by, we held a coffee morning to start Christian Aid Week. However, even before
covid, the number of people visiting the High Street dropped and the coffee morning didn’t
attract many people or raise a lot of money for Christian Aid.
This year, now that we can see each other again, we are asking YOU to invite a group of friends to
your home during May and have a cosy coffee morning with coffee, cake and biscuits and a chat,
or host a Mad Hatter’s tea party in aid of Christian Aid. We can give you the invitations and leaflets
to hand out so that you can talk about this year’s Christian Aid appeal with them if you want. Or
just hand out the leaflets and enjoy being together - we don’t mind, it’s really up to you. You may
wish to invite a small group of friends family or neighbours, or people from church who you have
not seen for a while. All that we are asking is that you hold a small event in your home some time
during May, invite anyone you want and invite people to give a donation towards Christian Aid.
Every small amount of money that small groups collect combines into a bigger amount and
gradually this can make a difference to people throughout the world in places like South Sudan,
Zimbabwe and Bangladesh where climate change and covid continue to make it difficult for
people to grow crops and support their families.
If you would like to host a wee cuppa and chat for Christian Aid. please contact Helen Smith on
07757041449 or at helenc.smith@outlook.com.

Why support Christian Aid?
Every gift. Every action. Every prayer. Every one of us can change lives.

Our planet is changing, but some people are feeling the effects of these changes more than
others. Weather extremes are now more frequent and more intense, and the world is facing a
climate crisis.
For the first time in a generation, global poverty is rising. Coronavirus, conflict and the climate
crisis are pushing more of our global neighbours into a struggle for survival.
One country that is on the frontlines of this crisis is Zimbabwe. In rural Zimbabwe, seven out of
ten women rely on farming to earn a living and provide for their families. But the climate crisis
has brought intense droughts that have left their land barren.
With no rain, women and men can’t grow enough food and they struggle to provide for their
children. Drought starves. It robs women of the chance to farm and drives their families into
hunger.
In times of drought, many families can only afford to eat one bowl of porridge a day. Women are
hungrier, and often skip meals to share with their children what little food they have.
Climate shocks cause more women to lose their livelihoods, damage their crops, and push their
families into unbearable hunger.
This Christian Aid Week, you can be one of the hundreds of thousands of our supporters who
give, act and pray – stepping out in love for our global neighbours. With you by our side, we won’t
stop until everyone can live a full life, free from poverty and hunger.
From envelope collections to walking 300,000 steps in May, Christian Aid Week brings people
together as one community helping those living in poverty to transform their own lives.
This Christian Aid Week (15th - 21st May), please:



Give generously to help women grow crops that survive in the drought.



Act and raise your voice for justice. Join our Loss and Damage campaign.



Pray that families will stay strong during tough times of drought.

Together, we can turn hunger into hope.
Find out more at www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
Falkirk Trinity Church of Scotland
Tel: 01324 611017 | Email: office@falkirktrinity.org.uk | Scottish Charity Number SC000652

A big thank you to everyone who donated goods for Ukraine. Your donations were
collected from the Church and taken through to Edinburgh and loaded on to the
lorry which left on the weekend of the 23rd of April, heading for Kharkiv and
Chernihiv in Ukraine. All of the humanitarian aid which you donated – foodstuffs,
nappies, baby milk, torches and bandages will be very gratefully received.
Whilst being very appreciative of our donations, Sunflower Scotland has
suggested to us that donations of money are probably now more helpful. This
allows them to bulk purchase at heavily discounted prices from producers or
wholesalers and enables quicker uploading on to the lorries and easier sorting on
arrival in Ukraine. The organisation also receives donations from Scottish companies, for example
Bayne’s the Bakers donated six pallets of flour for the bakeries in Chernihiv.
We have therefore agreed to bring our collection at Falkirk Trinity to an end. We will give you an
opportunity to hand in any outstanding goods but the collection will close on Tuesday 3 rd May. We
will ensure that any items handed in by the 3rd will be transported through to Edinburgh to
Sunflower Scotland. You can also still donate goods if you wish to Sunflower Scotland at The Gift
Tree café, 5-7 Station road, Corstorphine, Edinburgh EH12 7AA from Tuesdays to Saturdays,
9.30am to 4pm
You can continue to support the ongoing and fantastic work of Sunflower Scotland by making a
donation through https://gofund.me/7bcf6dda and you can follow them on Facebook
www.facebook.com/SunflowerScotland


If you wish to donate goods there are a number of places locally accepting donations for
Ukraine: Mariners 4 Ukraine has a pop up shop at 81 Main Street, FK2 7NZ next to the
Creamery snooker hall. Goods are collected and sorted at their Union Road premises but the
pop up shop sells clothing and shoes that they are unable to send abroad. This helps cover the
cost of transportation.



Scot Baby Box Appeal initially sent filled baby boxes but are now also looking for other goods
such as tinned food and first aid items. For local collection point see Facebook Scot Baby Box
Appeal.



The Hope Hub Denny have been gathering and transporting aid to Romania. They are open for
donations Monday to Saturday, 10am to noon, for donations of washing up liquid, laundry
detergent (tablets or powder), fabric softener, hard wood floor cleaner, toilet cleaner and hand
wash only.



Pets in Need in Callendar Square are also collecting goods.

Falkirk Trinity is also part of a working group looking at the resettlement of Ukrainian refugees in
Falkirk and we hope that as families start to arrive we can be involved in helping them to settle
into the area.
You can also continue to donate financially through DEC Disasters Emergency Committee
https://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal and via The Church of Scotland to
Reformed Church Hungary Aid (RCHA), which is run by our partner, the Reformed Church of
Hungary. The RCHA has access to the Reformed Church in Ukraine who are using the buildings to
support the people moving from east to west as they seek safety and sanctuary. They are also
working in the border areas of Hungary, Slovakia and Romania using the Reformed Church
contacts and buildings there. Visit https://reformatus.hu/english/news/emergency-response-forukraine/ Your donations can be directed to the following Royal Bank of Scotland account:
Church of Scotland No 1 Account; a/c no 00134859; sort code 83 06 08; reference RCHA donation please gift aid this if .
UNICEF: Supporting families and children in Ukraine and have been working there for 8 years.
www.unicef.org.uk/unicef/ukraine
Blythswood Care: Supporting partners in Hungary, Moldova and Romania, many of whom are
already caring for refugees www.blythswood.org
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Safehaven Evening Natter Chatter Café
Friday 13th May from 7.30pm - 11pm in Falkirk Trinity

Afraid of the weekend? Need a chat or natter? How about getting out of the house for
an hour or two? Need a safe place to relax? Safebase Volunteers will be on hand to
listen and support you informally, confidentially and in a safe space. And did we
mention there will be cakes & biscuits?
Visit www.safebasescotland.org for more information.

Falkirk Festival Chorus - Fauré Requiem
Falkirk Festival Chorus are back and on Sunday May 15th at 3pm, they are
performing here in Trinity! The first half will feature some well known opera
choruses and the second half will be the Fauré Requiem which many of you
will know and love. The Choir have certainly enjoyed rehearsing it. Tickets
are available from choir members or can be bought on the day at the door.
(Adults £15, Concessions £12, Students £5)
Please do come and join us, and enjoy an afternoon of beautiful music.

Strathcarron Singers

Strathcarron Singers are holding their annual concert in the Stirling Albert Halls on Sunday 22 nd
May at 2.30pm. Admission is free (donations welcome) but tickets must be booked online by
visiting their website: http://www.strathcarronsingers.org

James Grant
Friday 10 June in Falkirk Trinity
th

James Grant is one of the most renowned and respected performers
Scotland has ever produced. Drawing from a broad palette of pop,
folk, soul, country and blues influences, and interweaving his solo
compositions with Love and Money favourites, James twins darkly
literate, melodically lush songcraft with his richly potent vocals and
virtuoso guitar work, leavening his performances with dashes of
wickedly acerbic humour.
Classics from the eighties through the noughties will be performed with wit, style and dexterity.
It’s music to fill the heart and stir the soul.
James has shared the stage and worked with such luminaries as Donald Fagen (Steely Dan), BB
King, Pete Seeger, Nanci Griffiths, U2, Jeff Pocaro (Toto), Tim Schmidt (The Eagles), Tom Verlaine.
He has released 6 solo albums and continues to record and perform.
Tickets are available now from www.scotlandontour.com/product/james-grant, priced £18.

Brownbear
Friday 17th June in Falkirk Trinity

Hailing from Ayrshire, in just a few years Brownbear have taken themselves
from a band tipped to do big things to selling out headline shows, sharing
the stage with the likes of The Libertines, The View, Reverend & The Makers
and Michael Kiwanuka.
With their debut album 'What is Home?' and a string of sold out headline
shows already under their belt, Brownbear are getting ready to hit the live
circuit again with brand new material. The first new offering since 2018,
‘Retro’, dropped in March 2020. The band's second album will be released
late 2022.
“With tight melodies, Brownbear are clean and polished guitar-pop that proves to be more than
appetising live” - NME
Tickets are available now from www.scotlandontour.com/product/brownbear-falkirk , priced £10.
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Some prayer suggestions and reflections for the month of May…
1st

Pray for the people of Ukraine.

2nd

Love God with all your heart and mind and soul and strength.

3rd

Love your neighbours and pray for them.

4th

How much longer will you forget me, Lord? For ever?

5th

I will sing to you, O Lord, because you have been good to me.

6th

The truth is that Christ has been raised from death!

7th

God’s on the phone…want a chat?

8th

Pray for the aid agencies humanitarian appeal for Ukraine.

9th

Be the change you want to see in the Church and in the world.

10th

Pray for your family.

11th

When life is a puzzle, talk it through with God.

12th

Decide today whom you will serve.

13th

Show your faith by your actions.

14th

When I was in trouble, I called to the Lord, and he answered me.

15th

Pray for Sunflower Scotland as they take aid to Ukraine.

16th

Christian Aid Week: act, pray, donate
www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved-locally/scotland

17th

Jesus: How happy are those who believe without seeing me.

18th

Pray for the work and witness of Sanctuary First www.sanctuaryfirst.org.uk

19th

Pray for God’s guidance for the leaders of the nations and for yourself.

20th Do not store up riches for yourself here on earth.
21st

Pray for those attending and making decisions at the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland.

22nd Our God reigns.
23rd Can dry bones come back to life?
24th Worship God inside and outside the walls.
25th Pray for someone you know in particular need…
26th Here I am, Lord…what do you want me to do?
27th Be kind and tender-hearted to one another.
28th Pray for your friends.
29th Do you have time for God?
30th Lord, help me to remember that nothing is going to happen to me today that you and I
together can’t handle.
31st

Pray for Peace #PfP

Contact Moira Simpson on e-mail: moirasimpson@blueyonder.co.uk if you have specific items for
prayer and this can be sent confidentially to our team of prayers.
“May God’s blessing surround you each day as you trust him and walk in his way.”
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